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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
Greetings from Heritage Hill. I hope the holiday season has found you healthy, happy and wise. The holiday season, just like the 
annual Swap Meet or Threshing Show, seems to cycle around just a little faster each year. Christmas has a way of sneaking up 
upon us, finds us procrastinating and somewhat unprepared considering all that needs to be accomplished. Like most winters the 
activities at Heritage Hill tend to go into hibernation, which is a good thing, as it provides the members a chance to “give it a rest” 
and become recharged for the coming season. Fortunately, the membership will have one more major group event, prior to the 
season close: The annual Heritage Hill Membership Christmas Party, Saturday, December 12th, at 6:00 pm. I hope all members 
who desire to attend had an opportunity to register – I am really looking forward to visiting with you the night of the party. Bill 
Thompson has agreed to provide entertainment for the evening which will include memories of the past. The nominating committee 
continues its search for candidates who are willing to serve as 2010 Heritage Hill officers and directors. Positions include President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Directors. Please consider serving in one of these leadership roles.   
 

As mentioned last month, the 2009 fall harvest will be one for the agricultural history books. October could not have been more wet 
and cold; the suitable days for to harvest were extremely limited. Then the opposite occurred in November. The last I heard the 
ambient air temperatures for November averaged higher then October. November alleviated most harvesting fears – including those 
at Heritage Hill. Planning the 2009 plowing bee became the proverbial “cart before the horse”. The sequence of weather related 
events this autumn, which determined the scheduling of the 2009 Heritage Hill corn harvest, ultimately laid cause for the cancelation 
of the 2009 Heritage Hill plowing bee. Thanks are extended to the farming committee and all others who took part in the fall harvest. 
The corn yielded extremely well considering the perpetual precipitation shortage throughout the growing season – an estimated 174 
dry bushels per acre! Again, this fall, the corn crib was filled for future corn shelling demonstrations at the annual threshing show. 
The surplus was hauled to the elevator and sold. Thanks continue to be extended to the Chippewa County Commissioners for their 
support and for the continued use of the county land. Also, appreciation is extended to Gary Velde and Pioneer Seed for their 
gracious donation of Round-up Ready hybrid seed corn. Ever year the agriculture production has proved to be a huge fundraiser for 
Heritage Hill, a catalyst for the continued expansion and development of the entire organization.  
 

The Hagen House project is moving forward. The new foundation and basement floor 
have been constructed. Jim Thein, from Thein Moving, has reported that the house has 
been raised and is ready to roll. The delayed fall crop harvest has directly impacted the 
house move. As with most every building that is relocated, a certain number of power 
lines need to be raised or temporarily disconnected to allow for safe passage. Needless 
to say, the need for uninterrupted electrical service for fall harvest, and more specifically, 
crop drying, takes precedence over the moving of any building. The house move can wait 
– the crop harvest cannot. The house relocation is tentatively scheduled for December 
9th, subject to weather adversities. Once the Hagen House is moved and set on its new 
foundation, plans to recondition the house will be finalized. Throughout this process I 
would like to once again acknowledge the Nordaune Family for their contributions that 
have helped make this project possible. Thanks also to the Heritage Hill House Committee for their time and commitment, and for 
bringing the house project to fruition.  
 

It is always interesting to observe the activities that surround the Christmas season. The Christmas decorations in Montevideo and 
other neighboring communities seem to be erected earlier each year. This is a good thing for those who enjoy the wonder and glitz 
of the Christmas season; probably the opposite for those who believe Christmas is too commercialized. Of course, if decorations 
are to be installed outdoors, there is a good argument for getting them up early; avoid the ice, snow and cold. Thanks in large part 
to the seasonal spending during the holidays, year-end becomes the time when most retailers start turning a profit. “Black Friday” is 
truly an important day for those selling retail goods. In these adverse economic times, it is becoming more important then ever for 
retailers to promote and sell. If the daily, weekly, and Sunday newspapers are bulging with ads, I, like many others, tend to grumble 
at the minor inconvenience of discarding the ads. Generally, I never look at the ads, as that is usually Dorraine’s department. 
Recently, I came across an article titled “The Top Myth’s of Christmas”. The author was attempting to dispel many holiday season 
myths including the one titled: “Retailers Have Ruined Christmas by Commercializing It”. Until retailers began to see in Christmas 
the opportunity to market their merchandise, the holiday attracted little of the attention it does now. It was retailers who made 
Christmas exciting. It was they who turned Santa Claus into a national icon. Montgomery Ward gave us Rudolf the red-nosed 
reindeer. Coca-Cola helped popularize the smiling Santa. Retailers discovered the commercial possibilities of Christmas after the 
Civil War. Only then did newspapers regularly begin to feature advertising sales associated with the holiday. Retailers helped 
establish Christmas as an American tradition by persuading Protestants to overcome centuries of hostility to the holiday, which had 
long been identified as a popish import. The leaders of the Massachusetts Bay Colony so disdained Christmas that in 1659 they 
passed a law prohibiting the public celebration of the holiday, punishing "anybody who is found observing it, by abstinence from 
labor, feasting, or any other way." The law was repealed 25 years later, but the prejudice against Christmas remained strong. Judge 
Samuel Sewall was delighted to be able to report in his diary in 1685 that he did not see a single person celebrating the holiday…… 
Like it or not, commercialized Christmas is probably here to stay. Despite the celebrations, fun, travels, glitz and glamour of the 
season, it is still important for us as Christians to pause, remember, celebrate and worship the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ.  
 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you and your family a very blessed Christmas. Best wishes for a fun, prosperous and 
safe New Year.     Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
 

 
President 
Wesley Thompson 
320-269-8470 
 
Vice-President 
Gerald Kleene 
320-367-4000 
 
Secretary 
Sally Phillips Helling 
612-868-0632 
 
Treasurer 
Leslie Bergquist 
320-226-7878 
 

Directors  
 
Floyd Kanten 
320-793-6633  
 
Ronald Molde 
320-226-2542 
 
Mick Sellman 
320-269-8604 
 
Erwin Winter 
320-321-1027 
 
Eugene Zeller 
320-847-3131 
 

Ex-Officio 
Richard Emch  
320-367-2932 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The nominating committee is seeking dedicated members to become future 
leaders of Heritage Hill. Candidates are needed for all positions including President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
two Directors. If you are interested in placing your name on the ballot for 2010, please contact any one of the Nominating 
Committee members: Gerald Loe, Ronald Molde, Mick Sellman, Eugene Zeller.  Thanks, The Nominating Committee  
 

CHRISTMAS PARTY 2009:  The 2009 Christmas Party is scheduled for Saturday, December 12, 2009  at the Montevideo 
Senior Community Center. The doors will open has 5:00 pm and the meal will be served starting at 6:00 pm. William Thompson will 
provide the evening entertainment. If interested you are welcome to bring a $5.00 gift to exchange; men and women gifts will be 
exchanged separately. Donations are welcome toward the Heritage Hill project of your choice. The registration deadline was 
December 5, 2009. Thank you. 

Christmas Party Committee, Marlys Heath, Chair  
 

REA in the Field and Barn: Thanks to Arlen Kvanli for supplying the following article 
 

In 1950, the Edison Electric Institute published a 225-page Farm Electrical Equipment Handbook intended to promote the 
latest high tech tools for the modern farm. In less than 15 years after the passage of the Rural Electrification Act (REA), the 
authors claimed that 91 percent of "our farms" had electric service available. Some farmers in Nebraska and other sparsely 
populated areas point out that electrical service was not available until well into the 50s.  
 

In that decade and a half, manufacturers had come up with an even 100 different classes of 
machines that electricity could power on the farm. Some of these machines were adapted from 
hand-powered predecessors. Others were brand new inventions. Here are some of the general 
categories and types of machines that were cutting edge technology by the end of the 1940s.  
 

·  Lighting, of course, was the most obvious and important electrical appliance introduced 
by the REA. Adequate illumination, both inside the house and in the farmyard and 
barn, opened up the night like never before. The Handbook also noted that ultra-violet 
lights could kill germs and infrared lights could warm young livestock.  

·  Electric motors were adapted to do a myriad of tasks including pumping water for 
livestock , irrigation and drainage.  

·  Refrigeration replaced the root cellars and extended the life of foodstuffs.  
·  Dairy farm equipment included the milking machine, coolers for the milk, water heaters 

for cleaning equipment, and ventilators and heaters for the milk house itself. Electricity 
completely changed the important job of separating the cream from the skim milk. For 
the first time, the farmer could go do some other work while the milk was running 
through the separator. Most Midwestern farmers relied on the cream and egg money 
for weekly expenses.  

·  Livestock equipment included stock tank heaters, pig and lamb brooders, calf 
dehorners, electric fences and even a "bull exerciser" that led bulls around in a circle.  

·  Poultry equipment included incubators and brooders, coolers and cleaners, scalders and debeakers. In an ironic turn 
of phrase, 15 different companies were offering electric "candlers." Concentrated beams of light were directed 
through the eggs to determine their quality.  

·  The horticultural category included machines for fruit and vegetable farmers. Sprayers distributed pesticides. Heaters 
sterilized soil mixtures and kept hotbeds and greenhouses warm. Bagging machines and conveyers helped farmers 
market their products. And at least one manufacturer was offering a sweet potato 
heater to cure yams at 85° for 10 days.  

·  The farm shop could now take advantage of all of the tools the construction 
industry already enjoyed. Grinders and drills and saws and sprayers and mixers all 
appeared on farm shop benches. The electric arc welder in most farmers' shops 
made the town blacksmith obsolete.  

 

Don Geery saw firsthand how important it was for farmers to get electricity 
hooked up. He worked for Consumer's Public Power district, and when his 
crews quit at 5:00 p.m., the local farmers asked that the shovels and spades 
be left behind. "They proceeded to dig holes until dark," Don says. "So, when 
we came back the next day that just meant that they would have their 
electrical service sooner."  
 

The authors of the Handbook boldly asserted, "American Agriculture now 
depends upon machinery instead of muscles for its power, and farmers are 
unable to compete in the present economy without the use of mechanically 
operated equipment... The use of electrical equipment often results in a 
greater farm income and consequently a higher standard of living."  

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: November 17, 2009, Sally Phillips Helling, Secretary   
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.   
Quorum: 38 members were present. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips Helling read the minutes of the October 20th membership meeting.  M/S/P LuVerne Bangsund/Gene Zeller to 
approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist reported the October financials. M/S/P Doug Norman/Merlyn Hanson  to approve. 
·  Announcements: President Thompson announced that the wife of Richard Brown has recently passed away, and extends the 

sympathy of the membership to the family. 
·  Membership meeting lunch servers:   Thank you to all who have volunteered to serve lunch.  The months and numbers of 

servers still needed are as follows:  February (3), May (4), July (4), October (1).  Please contact Secretary Phillips Helling at 
612.868.0632 if you are willing to serve. 
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Christmas Trivia – Caroling:  The reason why people 
started singing at Christmas time came from the ide a that 
angels sang when they appeared to the shepherds at 
Bethlehem to announce Jesus Christ's birth. The mea ning 
of a carol in the present day is much different to the 
original one. At one time a carol was a secular dan ce 
which was performed any time throughout the year. 
People danced around in a circle holding hands and 
singing songs. The dance reminded onlookers of a 
coronet so they called it a 'carol'. The name was 
transferred later on from the dance to the song its elf. 
Carols by the 16th century were sung only at Christ mas 
time. The subject also related to Christmas. At one  stage 
the Christmas carols were only sung by the bishop a nd 
clergy in church, but became popular amongst the pu blic 
and were soon sung in the streets and other public 
places. Carol singers tell the story of Christ’s bi rth in 
song during the days leading up to Christmas. 
 

·  Calendar photo:   Please contact Merlyn Hanson should you wish to have your tractor included in the 2010 calendar.  Merlyn 
also handles the sale of club clothing. 

·  Farming report:  The corn crop has been harvested and the equipment is in storage.  It was a highly successful year!  Thank 
you to the farming committee and to the many volunteers for their time and energy. Ron Schultz and Dave Olson opened the 
field for corn picking and also planted some of the corn.  M/S/P Doug Norman/Mick Sellman to pay each of them $100.  
Orlynn Hegna used his own equipment and a helper; the board will discuss suitable compensation.   

·  Gratitude:   A thank you note will be sent to Kibble Implement which offered a chopper for use free of charge.  A thank you note 
will also be sent to Tostenson Landfill which loaned a truck 
to the club for hauling the crop to town.  Thank you also to 
Don and Elsie Holtan for the loan of their gravity box 
trailers. 

·  Post-Thanksgiving Service:  Members are invited to 
Heritage Hill to attend the church service at 7:00 p.m. on 
November 27th.  Pastor Marie Eckberg will lead the service.  
Coffee and sweets will be served in the Thresher’s Kitchen. 
Thank you to Jim and Evon Roe for coordinating this event. 

·  Lost and found:   Owners of 2 commuter mugs can claim 
them in the Thresher’s Kitchen. 

·  For sale:   Leftover grocery supplies were sold and the 
freezer turned off for the winter. 

·  House report:   The house is on wheels and ready to roll.  
The move will occur after the corn drying season. 

·  Winter meetings:   The January, February and March 
membership meetings will be held on the 3rd Monday of the 
month at the Community Center, 550 SW 1st Street, 
Montevideo. 

·  Antique plates:   Dale Norman provided President Thompson with an article regarding a movement to qualify 25 year old cars 
as antiques.  Some believe this will be detrimental to antique clubs; others feel it will attract youth who may collect and restore 
cars they grew up with.  Members are just to be aware of the issue. 

·  Nominating committee report:   The committee met on November 10th, 2009.  All members are asked to consider participating 
in the governance of the club.   Please contact Ron Molde, Gene Zeller, Mick Sellman or Gerald Loe for more information and 
to volunteer. 

·  Donation:   Glen Coon reported that he was offered a heavy duty rolling floor jack by his company, Western Transport.  It will 
require seal packing.  M/S/P Doug Norman/Richard Emch to accept. 

·  Heritage Hill Christmas party:  There will be entertainment, door prizes and dinner.  RSVP to Marlys Heath by December 5th. 
·  Gratitude:   President Thompson thanked those who served this month’s lunch.   
 
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: December 2, 2009 Leslie Bergquist, Acting Secretary  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 8:20 p.m. at the Wesley and Dorraine Thompson residence, Montevideo.   
Present: Bergquist, Emch, Kanten, Kleene, Sellman, Thompson, Winter, Zeller, Absent: Phillips Helling, Molde. 
The Secretary and Treasurer’s report were not presented. 
·  House: Kleene reported that the Hagen House is scheduled to move on December 9, 2009. The Chippewa County Planning 

and Zoning office and Chippewa County Sherriff’s office will be contacted prior to the move.  
·  Raffle: Thompson advised that prizes for the 2010 raffle have been considered. M/S/P Sellman/Kleene to purchase a 

Mossberg over/under double barrel shotgun and engrave the HH logo on one side of the stock as first prize costing $850. 
Chanhassen Dinner Theater tickets will be considered for 2nd prize. 

·  Cedar Logs: Jim Jacobson, Blomkest, has indicated that he has cedar logs available for HH to acquire that are of suitable size 
for shingle production. In addition Kleene advised that he has access to cedar logs near his residence.  

·  Nominating Committee: The search continues for qualified candidates. (See Nominating Committee - newsletter insert). 
 
 

REBEKAH LANDMARK –   
Congratulations are extended to Rebekah Landmark, 2009-2010 Heritage 
Hill Queen, for landing a spot in FFA New Horizons, the magazine of the 
National FFA Organization. Rebekah is currently a sophomore at the 
Montevideo High School. Among numerous other accomplishments, she was 
honored to be named 2009 Star Greenhand for the Montevideo FFA 
Chapter. Rebekah was among six FFA members throughout the nation 
featured in the December 2009 issue of FFA New Horizons, acknowledged 
for their extra ordinary achievements. Thanks to Rebekah for representing 
Heritage Hill, for your leadership and for your service to all.     
  Your Friends at Heritage Hill    
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting      No meeting in  December 
Directors’ Meeting – Country Kitchen, Montevideo    Thursday, January 7, 2010 – 7 PM 
January Membership Meeting       Monday, January 18 , 2010 – 7 PM 
     (January servers are Gerald/Orel Jane Loe, Dal e/Sonja Norman, Philip Thissen, Clyde Phillips, Sal ly Helling) 
2009 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 12, 2009 – 6 PM 
2010 Great Western Minnesota Get Together – LqP Val ley High School  February 13 & 14, 2010 
2010 Swap Meet        April 16 & 17, 2010 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors    Au gust 20, 21, 22, 2010 
     Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association a nd Northland Case Collectors Club conventions 
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Christmas Trivia:  The reason for Santa 
coming down the chimney dates back to 
prehistoric times, when people actually 
dwelt underground. The smoke hole 
which was replaced by the chimney, 
doubled as the point of entry as well as 
the exit.  

EXTRAS: Radom Comments 
 

·  The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir Cumference. He 
acquired his size from too much pi ·   I thought I saw an eye doctor on an 
Alaskan island, but it turned out to be an optical Aleutian ·  She was only a 
whisky maker, but he loved her still ·   A rubber band pistol was confiscated from 
algebra class because it was a weapon of math disruption ·  The butcher backed 
into the meat grinder and got a little behind in his work ·  No matter how much 
you push the envelope, it will still be stationery ·  A dog gave birth to puppies 
near the road and was cited for littering ·  Two silk worms had a race. They 
ended up in a tie ·  Time flies like an arrow. Fruit flies like a banana ·  A hole has been found in the nudist camp wall. The police are 
looking into it ·  Atheism is a non-prophet organization ·  Two hats were hanging on a hat rack in the hallway. One hat said to the 
other, 'You stay here, I will go on a head.' ·  I wondered why the baseball kept getting bigger. Then, it hit me ·  A sign on the lawn at 
a drug rehab center said, 'Keep off the Grass.' ·  A small boy swallowed some coins and was taken to a hospital. When his 
grandmother telephoned to ask how he was, a nurse said, 'No change yet.' ·  A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion ·  The 
short fortune-teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large ·  The man who survived mustard gas and pepper spray 
is now a seasoned veteran ·  A backward poet writes inverse ·  In democracy, it is your vote that counts. In feudalism, it is your count 
that votes ·  When cannibals ate a missionary, they got a taste of religion ·  Do not join dangerous cults: Practice safe sects! ·  
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: November 2009  

Financial Statement: November 1, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$4,543.75  General Fund  $1,732.13  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$365.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $93,613.29  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$14,241.03  Farming Fund  $95,345.42  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$40,800.45  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$95,345.42  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
         

$95,345.42  Balance: November 1, 2009      
     DISBURSEMENTS   
 RECEIPTS  ($183.59) Electricity   

$20,995.92 Crop Sales  ($63.45) Equipment Repair   
$284.00 Farm Service Agency ($1,651.58) Farming Expense   
$89.11 Interest   ($294.08) Fuel     
$37.00 Meeting Lunch Donation ($10,338.55) Hagen House Project  

$140.00 Membership Dues  ($75.00) Maynard Fire Relief  
$52.00 Merchandise Sales  ($100.00) Montevideo Fire Relief  
$13.00 Thresher's Kitchen   ($44.00) Postage   

$21,611.03  TOTAL   ($120.95) Threshing Show: Advertising  
    ($12,871.20) TOTAL    

$104,085.25  Balance: November 30, 2009      
                  

         

Financial Statement: November 30, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$25,485.46  General Fund  $2,387.84  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$0.00  Chapel Fund  $101,697.41  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$402.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$12,589.45  Farming Fund  $104,085.25  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$30,461.90  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$104,085.25  TOTAL        
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Christmas Trivia – The Origin of the Stocking:   A fable of old was that St. Nicholas was concerne d about three lovely 
sisters. They lived on the outskirts of the city an d were poor and destitute. The saint was determined  to save the sisters 
from a possible  life of prostitution. One night it  is told that he dropped three pieces of gold throu gh the smoke-hole. 
The coins did not fall into the hearth, but fell in to the girl’s stockings, which had been hanging up near the fire to dry. 
They were elated to find the money in the morning. People have hung up Christmas stockings ever since,  hoping to 
receive a similar surprise. 
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