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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
Greetings from Heritage Hill. Well, the holiday season has come and gone for another year. I hope the New Year is filled with 
optimism, happiness and prosperity for you and your family, now and throughout 2010. A decade had already passed since we 
were all stressing over Y2K. For those of you who may have forgot, Y2K, short for Year 2000, was to be the end of the humankind 
brought on by our dependence and unpreparedness in the technological world. The related meltdown was to happen at end of the 
day, December 31st, 1999 – or course that never happened. Between Dorraine and me, our fears were quite low-level as there was 
no computer or other high tech gismos or gadgets in our possession.  My biggest fear was that it may be cold and the electrical 
supply would fail; well that did not happen either.  Of course, since Y2K I now own a computer, which seems to constantly 
malfunction, and which of course has nothing to do with Y2K. Thank goodness for son Jamey and the grandkids who come to my 
rescue when computer repairs are needed. I truly believe that I am one, maybe two, generations too old for this advance world of 
technology. I never dreamt, when I retired from farming, that modern technology would play the roll it has in reshaping the 
agricultural landscape. Even though I do not thoroughly understand its complexities, it has been very interesting and educational 
witnessing the rapid advances made in farming due to technological. Seed traits, crop and animal genetics, and integrated global 
positioning systems are examples of some of the improvements that come to mind.   
 

For the past few months the newsletter has been reporting on the progress of the Hagen House. In December the House 
Committee is pleased to announce, after a few weather related delays, that the structure has been relocated to Heritage Hill and is 
now set on its new foundation. The move went well with no incidences to report. If you have not had an opportunity to check out the 
Heritage Hill website lately, photographs of the entire move are posted. Click on “View Our Gallery”, then click on “Hagen House 
Project”, and finally click on “slideshow”. I would like to extend thanks the House Committee, to the Minnesota Valley Cooperative 
Light and Power Association, Thein Moving, the Chippewa County Sherriff’s Office and anybody else who helped with the move. 
Your services were greatly appreciated. In the near future plans will be developed for the completion of the Hagen House 
Restoration Project. Hopefully as soon as the snow melts and access to the Hagen House is once again available, all members will 
have an opportunity to view the interior grandeur of this historic structure. Input from all members, as well as volunteer labor, will be 
welcome as plans are developed to complete the Hagen House restoration.  
 

Prizes for the 2010 Heritage Hill raffle have been established; the raffle tickets have been printed and will be ready for distribution at 
the January membership meeting. Historically the annual raffle has proved to be a tremendous fundraiser for the organization. The 
value and quality of the prizes have increased again this year. When selling raffle tickets, advise the buyers that sales are limited to 
1,000 tickets – this has been a good selling point in past years. Please see the newsletter insert for more details. At the February 
15, 2010 membership meeting, the annual election of officers and directors is scheduled. Again, candidates are needed for the 
positions of President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and Director. To date nobody has accepted the nomination for 
President and Secretary. It is imperative that all capable members of Heritage Hill, and there are many, agree to take their turn 
serving in one of these capacities. Serving Heritage Hill as an officer or director is truly a rewarding experience.  
  

Since November 1988, Antique Power has become a leading publication, serving tractor collector and restoration enthusiasts. The 
periodical and its publisher, Pat Ertel, have become a huge influence and a great reference for the old iron hobby. The magazine’s 
forum is always interesting as it is full of input and opinions from fellow 
collectors. In a recent publication of Antique Power, a reader wrote an 
interesting letter to the editor outlining his views and concerns regarding the 
definition of “antique”, citing that restored tractors from the 60’s, 70’s and 80’s 
should not be allowed entry at antique tractor shows. For what it was worth I 
shared this letter to the editor with members in attendance at the November 
Heritage Hill meeting. The letter was quiet entertaining to say the least, and by 
raising such concerns, it was quite clear the author has way too much time on 
his hands. Although the letter did remind me, once again, we are all getting 
older and so is this organization. Proudly, Heritage Hill, itself, has a history now 
dating back 3 decades. It is interesting to note that in 1980, a tractor 
manufactured in 1943, along with much older tractors, were considered 
collectable relics, something worth restoring and sharing with the younger 
generation of tractor enthusiasts. So relatively speaking, applying the same 
standards today, a tractor manufactured in 1973 would share the same historic 
significance. After the meeting a number of Heritage Hill members shared their 
thoughts and views on the subject. As one member noted, collecting and 
restoring any old artifact is mostly about reliving one’s youth, from back on the 
farm, and preserving good memories of those days long gone. More power to the younger generation of collectors who wish to 
preserve their good memories of the past, and who wish to develop their interest in this ever growing hobby.  
 

Normally, I look forward to rising each morning, getting out and about to learn what is new in the world. Quite frankly, I believe 
Dorraine looks forward to my daily departure as well! But today may be one of those days when I stay quite close to home. As I 
draft this article on this January morning, it is -30° Fahrenheit, a temperature that is about 40° col der than my deep freeze. This is 
the kind of day that makes me rethink hanging around Minnesota in the depth of winter. Have a good winter season and stay warm.   
 

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  

 
President 
Wesley Thompson 
320-269-8470 
 
Vice-President 
Gerald Kleene 
320-367-4000 
 
Secretary 
Sally Phillips Helling 
612-868-0632 
 
Treasurer 
Leslie Bergquist 
320-226-7878 
 

Directors  
 
Floyd Kanten 
320-793-6633  
 
Ronald Molde 
320-226-2542 
 
Mick Sellman 
320-269-8604 
 
Erwin Winter 
320-321-1027 
 
Eugene Zeller 
320-847-3131 
 

Ex-Officio 
Richard Emch  
320-367-2932 
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The nominating committee is seeking dedicated members to become future 
leaders of Heritage Hill. Candidates are needed for all positions including President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
two Directors. If you are interested in placing your name on the ballot for 2010, please contact any one of the Nominating 
Committee members: Gerald Loe, Ronald Molde, Mick Sellman, Eugene Zeller.  Thanks, The Nominating Committee  
 

Raffle Ticket Sales: The 2010 Heritage Hill Raffle tickets have now been printed and are ready to sell. Please take 
an active role in selling the raffle ticket. The annual raffle generates approximately $4,000 in revenue for the organization – a 
great fundraiser for Heritage Hill. 2010 raffle prizes include: First – Mossberg “Silver Reserve” over-under shotgun; Second  – 
Old Log Theater/Country Inn and Suites hotel stay tickets-for-two package; Third - $100 cash; Fourth - $100 cash. Please see 
President Wesley Thompson for tickets and other details.   Thank you, The Directors  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: No December 2009 meetin g  
 
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: January 7, 2010, cancelled due to adverse weather c onditions  
 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting, Montevideo Commun ity Center  Monday, January 18, 2009 – 7 pm 
     (January servers are Gerald/Orel Jane Loe, Dal e/Sonja Norman, Philip Thissen, Clyde Phillips, Sal ly Helling) 
2010 Great Western Minnesota Get Together – LqP Val ley High School  February 13 & 14, 2010 
2010 Swap Meet        April 16 & 17, 2010 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors    Au gust 20, 21, 22, 2010 
     Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association a nd Northland Case Collectors Club conventions 
2010 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 11, 2010 – 6 PM 
 
 

The Henry Ford – Harry Ferguson Handshake  
 

Thanks is extended to Arlen Kvanli for forwarding the following vintage tractor story 
 

The story of Henry Ford's on-again, off-again involvement with 
the Fordson tractor is a curious one. Just after World War I, 
Henry Ford revolutionized the tractor industry when he 
employed mass production assembly lines to build the first 
Fordson. With his assembly techniques, Ford could offer his 
tractors at lower prices. Other manufacturers responded. 
International Harvester brought out the Farmall using the same 
production techniques but also offering the ability to cultivate 
row crops. By 1928, fewer and fewer Fordsons were being sold. 
Henry Ford lost interest in tractors, wanted to concentrate on 
cars, and got out of the agriculture equipment business. Ford 
stayed out until 1939 when he charged back in to the market 
with a new partner, Harry Ferguson. Ferguson was an Irish 
inventor who had been forced by catastrophe to come up with a 
better way of attaching implements to his tractor. Some early 
tractors, like the Fordson, had a disturbing tendency – when the 
plow they were pulling hit a large enough rock, the plow would 
stop, and the tractor would try to keep going. Many tractors 
would pivot on the drive wheels, flip over and often kill the driver. The British government ordered Harry Ferguson to cure the 
problem. Ferguson came up with the idea of mounting the plow both low on the drawbar and up higher in a triangle arrangement. If 
the plow hit a rock underground, the increased force would transfer onto the upper link point. That would force the front of the 
tractor down rather than up. Ferguson took the idea one step further, adding a hydraulic mechanism to easily raise and lower the 
implements and automatically control the depth of the plow. He built a few of the tractors in England in partnership with the David 
Brown Company, but sales never took off. Then, in 1938, Ferguson demonstrated his tractor to Henry Ford on Ford's Fairlane 
estate farm. Ford was so impressed that the two men quickly worked out a partnership deal and shook hands on it. They never 
wrote out a contract, but Ford was back in the tractor business. Within months, the Ford tractor with the Ferguson hitch system was 

at dealers. It was a small tractor that out-plowed machines 
weighing far more. The hydraulic system made control of the 
implements precise and easy. The tractor had a four-cylinder 
vertical engine that produced 17 hp on the drawbar and 23.5 
horsepower on the belt in Nebraska tests. The tractor sold 
for $600, a full $100 more than the Allis-Chalmers "B" or the 
IH Farmall "A". Ford claimed their tractor could do more 
work. By 1942, the Ford-Ferguson had captured 20 percent 
of the tractor market, compared with IH's 40 percent. By that 
year, there were 100,000 Ford-Fergusons in the field. 
Ferguson wanted to increase production to a million tractors 
a year. But by the mid-1940s Ford's tolerance of the 
handshake deal was growing thin. A questionable accounting 
study claimed that Ford was loosing money on the deal, and 
so the company announced that another company was going 
to take over sales of the new Ford 8N tractor that, by the 
way, had a very similar three-point hitch system. Ferguson 

sued for patent infringement and, after years in court, eventually settled for $9.25 million. In the meantime, Ferguson set up his own 



 3 

manufacturing operation, and Ferguson tractors began appearing in American fields. But the protracted legal battle had opened up 
the three-point hitch patents to exploitation by other manufacturers. By 1953, Harry Ferguson was aging and suffering from bouts of 
depression. So he merged his company with Massey-Harris. The new Massey-Ferguson company became a major player in the 
tractor market of the late 20th Century.  
 

EXTRAS: How bad is the economy? 
 

The economy is so bad...That I got a pre-declined credit 
card in the mail ·  The economy is so bad...I ordered a 
burger at McDonalds and the kid behind the counter asked, 
"Can you afford fries with that?" ·  The economy is so 
bad...If the bank returns your check marked "Insufficient 
Funds," you call them and ask if they meant you or them ·  
The economy is so bad...Hot Wheels and Matchbox stocks 
are trading higher than GM ·  The economy is so 
bad...Parents in Beverly Hills fired their nannies and 
learned their children's names ·  The economy is so bad...A 
truckload of Americans was caught sneaking into Mexico ·  
The economy is so bad...Dick Cheney took his stockbroker 
hunting ·  The economy is so bad...Motel Six won't leave 
the light on anymore ·  The economy is so bad...The Mafia 
is laying off judges ·  The economy is so bad...Exxon-Mobil 
laid off 25 Congressmen ·  And finally...Congress says they 
are looking into the Bernard Madoff scandal. Oh, great! The 
guy who made $50 Billion disappear is being investigated 
by the people who made $1.5 Trillion disappear!  
 
 

1959 Allis Chalmers Fuel Cell Tractor 
 

Departing from the lightweight 80 
horsepower IH HT 340 above, this 20 
horsepower tractor weighed 5270 
pounds, and certainly required no 
supplementary weight. Here was 
power of a completely different type. 
The AC fuel cell tractor used an AC 
D-12 tractor chassis loaded with 
1008 individual fuel cells, fueled by a 
mixture of gasses, but predominantly 
propane, which in turn created a 
current flow. This was channeled 
through to an Allis Chalmers 20 hp 
DC electric motor to propel the 
tractor. Each fuel cell was about one 
quarter of an inch thick, 12 inches 
square, and produced approximately 
one volt of output. In unison, the 

1008 fuel cells made an output of about 
15KW. Using the controller at the operator’s 
left, the four banks of fuel cells could be 
connected in series or in parallel, thus 
varying the voltage reaching the DC motor, 
much like a throttle. Reverse was simply a 
matter of reversing the polarity of the current 
through the controller with the crank-like 
handle. AC was excited by their research, 
noting that their tractor was twice as efficient 
as others of the period, the power was 
derived from no moving parts, it produced no 
emissions, and ‘ran without a whisper’. 
Futuristic indeed, and the recent resurgence 
in interest in fuel cell technology, along with 
environmental concerns, could still make a 
fuel cell tractor a reality. This tractor is now in 
the Smithsonian Institute.  
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TREASURER’S REPORT: December 2009  
 

Financial Statement: December 1, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$25,485.46  General Fund  $2,387.84  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$0.00  Chapel Fund  $101,697.41  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$402.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$12,589.45  Farming Fund  $104,085.25  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$30,461.90  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$104,085.25  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
         

$104,085.25  Balance: December 1, 2009      
     DISBURSEMENTS   
Donations:       ($1,175.17) Buttons/Plaques   

$1,000.00  Thein Moving Company ($888.47) Christmas Party   
    ($206.85) Electricity   
 RECEIPTS  ($244.39) Equipment Repair   

$713.00 Christmas Party  ($2,185.60) Farming Expense   
$1,000.00 Donations  ($14.85) Fuel     
$1,435.41 Hagen House Refund - REC ($16,662.91) Hagen House Project  
$2,413.42 Insurance Claim  ($170.22) Insurance   

$96.98 Interest   ($328.60) Postage/Printing   
$415.00 Membership Dues  ($100.00) Prairie Five Fuel Assistance  
$81.00 Thanksgiving Offering ($781.30) Raffle Expense   

$6,154.81  TOTAL   ($130.00) Septic Pumping   
    ($20.25) Trailer License   

$87,331.45  Balance: December 31, 2009 ($22,908.61)  TOTAL    
                  

         

Financial Statement: December 31, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$26,008.72  General Fund  $3,126.36  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$0.00  Chapel Fund  $84,205.09  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$402.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$10,403.85  Farming Fund  $87,331.45  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,370.44  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund       
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$87,331.45  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   
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PAST DUE NOTICE 
2010 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES 
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