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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
 

Greetings from Heritage Hill. I hope your summer has been pleasant and I hope your Independence Day holiday was enjoyable.  
Dorraine and I have been enjoying the opportunity to gather at the lake with family and friends. The holiday weekend was good for 
us as well. Well only one more month and the 2009 Heritage Hill Threshing Show will be upon us. Thanks to Gerald Kleene and the 
rest of the advertising committee for its promotion of the annual event. Calls have been received and much interest has been 
expressed in both the lesser known tractors and the Stickney gas engine features. Show posters have been ordered and are now 
available for distribution. There is no doubt that the posting of show advertisers in businesses is becoming more difficult over time. 
There tends to be an increasing number of special events that are being advertised which in turn competes for posting space. There 
are probably fewer businesses in which to hang posters and at the same time business owners tend to limit the placement of show 
posters. As a result fewer posters will be ordered for 2009. There will still be enough posters available to saturate advertising in all 
area communities. More advertising dollars will be focused in the trade publications and in other local advertising medium. Please 
do your part to be sure a few posters are hung in your local community. Enclosed in this newsletter is a schedule of various 
Threshing Show activities and the chairs that have served in those respective capacities. Please review the schedule. If your name 
appears on the schedule, please advise if you are unable to volunteer. Otherwise, your service during the 2009 Threshing Show will 
again be greatly appreciated.  Also, please make an assertive effort to sell the remaining raffle tickets. The raffle continues to be an 
excellent fundraiser for Heritage Hill. See the newsletter insert for additional details.  
 

Heritage Hill member Michael Witte, rural Appleton, died on January 30, 2009. His life on earth was cut short after a long battle with 
cancer. Although he was born and raised in Hopkins, MN, Mike developed a real partiality for rural living. Over the years Mike 
cultivated a liking for collecting and restoring all kinds of farm related tractors, combines and implements. Upon Mike’s untimely 
death, the Witte family has decided to donate Mike’s entire collection of farm equipment to Heritage Hill, as a way to memorialize 
Mike’s lifetime interests. It is quite an honor for Heritage Hill to be the recipient of this generous gift. The Mike Witte collection 
includes a Farmall F-20 tractor, a John Deere D tractor, a John Deere B tractor, a two-cylinder John Deere power unit, a John 
Deere 55 combine, two John Deere 2-bottom plows, a 1948 Ford 2-ton truck, among many other implements. The Heritage Hill 
Board of Directors would like to extend its appreciation to the entire Witte family for this tribute to the life of Michael Witte. 
 

Finally, I would like to extend my sympathy to Rachel Froland and the entire family of Wendell Froland. After a long and courageous 
battle with cancer, Wendell died on June 20, 2009. Throughout the years Wendell was a very dedicated member at Heritage Hill 
and was very active throughout the community. He will be missed by many. Blessed be the memory of Wendell Froland.  
 

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE: The House Committee needs your input. The committee has met this past month to begin 
exploring all possible Nordaune House replacement options. The committee will explain its progress at the July 21st membership 
meeting and will be asking for your input regarding the following: What type of structure would you like to see erected at Heritage 
Hill? What is the intended purpose of the facility? Please come to the meeting and join in the discussion of this important issue. 
Thank you, Steven Haugen, Gerald Kleene, Douglas No rman, James Roe, Mick Sellman, The House Committee.  
 

RAFFLE TICKETS:  There are about 400 2009 Raffle Tickets that have yet to be sold and returned. Please sell the 
remaining raffle tickets as soon as possible. All raffle tickets need to be accounted for prior to the August 17th drawing. Please 
make every effort to sell the tickets that you have in your possession. If you do not plan to sell your tickets, you need t o return 
your unsold tickets by July 31, 2009.  After August 1st you will need to sell the tickets in your possession and return the sold 
stubs and money. If you have questions regarding the 2009 raffle, please contact President Wesley Thompson. Thank you, The 
Directors  
 

THRESHING SHOW CHAIRS 
The following members have agreed to serve as committee chairs during the threshing show: 
Announcer – Jordan Zeller    People Movers  – Dennis Oleson     
Antique Automobile  – James Roe    Plowing  – Members    
Audio -  Ervin Winter/Daniel Winter    Portable Toilets  – Douglas Norman     
Barnaal Building – Floyd Kanten/Richard Emch  Queen Coronation  – Clyde Philips Family  
Blacksmith  –Thomas Fiedler & Sue Fiedler   Registration/Office –  Sandy Faehn, Patty Kurtzbein, Linda Benjamin         
Church Service  – James Roe     Rope Making – Leslie Rud 
Concession Stand – Carol Hegna/Susan Bergquist  Sawmill – Brad Knight/Kevin Knight/Denny Kurtzbein    
Corn Sheller  – Kimm Jacobson    Schoolhouse  – James Roe 
Dust Control  – Peter Lindholm & Orlynn Hegna  Shocking/Threshing – Donald Dambroten/Mark Bigaouette/Mark Tollefson 
Fairbanks-Morse Building  – Lynn Wittman    Small Engines  – Kyle Ashling/Lannie Ashling/Donald Holtan 
Gate Admission  – Eugene Zeller    Snow blower – Glen Coon  
Hanson Building Displays  – Elsie Holtan   Square Dancing – Mick Sellman    
Hog Roast  – Peter Lindholm/Curt Berg/Doug Norman  Steam Engine  – Patty Kurtzbein & Jeff Lund     
Horse Activities  – David Finnes    Swap Vendors  – Floyd & Waunita Kanten  
Merchandise Sales – Merlin Hanson/Richard Oleson  Tents –  Doug Norman   

 
President 
Wesley Thompson 
320-269-8470 
 
Vice-President 
Gerald Kleene 
320-367-4000 
 
Secretary 
Sally Phillips 
612-868-0632 
 
Treasurer 
Leslie Bergquist 
320-226-7878 
 

Directors  
 
Floyd Kanten 
320-793-6633  
 
Ronald Molde 
320-226-2542 
 
Mick Sellman 
320-269-8604 
 
Ervin Winter 
320-269-6301 
 
Eugene Zeller 
320-847-3131 
 

Ex-Officio 
Richard Emch  
320-367-2932 
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Miniatures  – Kermit Ehrenberg    Tractor Display  – Mick Sellman    
Music  – Waunita Kanten     Thresher’s Kitchen  – Thresher’s Kitchen Committee 
National Anthem  – Gerald Loe    Toy Building  – Robert Kellen 
Parade – Lynn Wittman/Mick Sellman   Trains  – David Heath & James Heath     
Parking/Camping  – Granite Falls Saddle Club   Stage – Glen Coon   
Past Feature Tractors  – Mick Sellman/LuVerne Bangsund Shock Loader – Leslie Rud      
Shingle Mill/Planing – Mick Sellman/LuVerne Bangsund Security/Refuse  – Granite Falls Saddle Club 
Food Service – Tractor Pull  – Marilyn Norman 
If you have not registered to help on one of the committees, please contact the listed chair to volunteer your services. 
 

Historic Photo of the Month:  Once again your help is needed. During the past year many Heritage Hill members 
shared their family photos and related stories for publication in the monthly newsletters. Thanks to each member who shared. Thanks also 
for your patience; many members submitted photos early last year and it took a while for their respective photo and story to get published. 
Now more photos are needed.  If you have not shared a photo in the past, please consider doing so. If you have previously shared photos 
and have more to share, you are more then welcome to share again.  Any area farm scenes, town scenes, threshing scenes or other 
photos of agricultural or rural significance would be of great interest to all. Every photo has a story to tell so please share the history of the 
photo, the location of the photo and the identity of any individuals. Please deliver the photos to Les Bergquist. The photos will be scanned 
for the newsletter and returned promptly and safely to you.     Thank you, The Editor. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: June 16, 2009  
 

President Thompson welcomed everyone to the annual potluck at 6:00 p.m. at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.  The business meeting 
began at approximately 7:00 p.m.  
Quorum: 101 members were present. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips read the minutes of the May 19 th membership meeting.  M/S/P Mary Ann Berg/Curt Berg to approve the 
minutes. 
There was no treasurer’s report. 
·  Announcements: President Thompson asked for thoughts and prayers for members who have been hospitalized and for the 

family of Lucy Emch.  Richard Emch thanked the members for their support and many acts of kindness.     
·  Threshing Show queens:  Carmen Haugen introduced Rebekah Landmark who will represent Heritage Hill as its 2009 queen.  

Rebekah addressed the members, describing her involvement in FFA, 4-H, horse judging and other school and community 
activities.  President Thompson recognized Becky Grube, current queen, and thanked her for representing the club over the 
past year and in area parades this summer.   

·  Thresher’s Kitchen acoustics:   Pam Baukal presented a proposal for reducing the noise level in the Thresher’s Kitchen.  It 
consists of fabricating and installing eight 8’ X 4’ ceiling panels made of layers of carpeting and foam on wooden frames.  The 
cost is $125/panel (installed) for a total of $1000.  Pam will consult with the health inspector to ensure compliance with codes.  
M/S/P Marilyn Norman/Dianne Welling  to purchase and have the panels installed by the July meeting.  

·  Faucets:   President Thompson repaired and replaced faucets so all are in good working order. 
·  Trees:   While he was watering the trees, Philip Thissen noticed caterpillars.  President Thompson sprayed to eradicate them. 
·  Fly-in:  Attendance was strong at the Montevideo airport fly-in event.  The National Guard’s exhibit involved a climbing tower 

and was a large draw.  Although it is already booked during the 2009 threshing show, it is available for the 2010 show.  M/S/P 
Gerald Kleene/Merlyn Hanson  to reserve the National Guard’s climbing tower for the 2010 show. 

·  Thresher’s Kitchen maintenance:  Please be reminded that servers are responsible for removal of all garbage, cleaning the 
kitchen and mopping the floor after each use, including the monthly meeting. 

·  Mowing :  The Heritage Hill grounds will be mowed on Tuesday, June 23rd.  
·  Volunteers needed :  Sign-up sheets are being circulated for staffing the Thresher’s Kitchen as well as the admission gate and 

other activities to take place throughout the 2009 show.  Please see the event coordinator to commit to specific timeslots.   
·  Pies:  Each member is asked to bring 2 pies to the 2009 show. 
·  House project :  The committee is gathering facts and information for presentation at the July board meeting.  Members will be 

updated at the July membership meeting. 
·  Thresher’s Kitchen project :  Grace Zeller and Gerald Kleene reported on the cost and health inspector issues.  Conversations 

are continuing.  An update will be presented at the July meeting. 
·  Raffle tickets:   Continue to push raffle tickets and submit the proceeds to President Thompson. 
·  Peddle tractor raffle:   Although they retail for between $240 and $299, Kibble Implement will sell a peddle tractor to the club 

for its cost of $150.  M/S/P Dianne Welling/Waunita Kanten  to purchase the tractor. 
·  State of Minnesota flags:   Vice President Kleene purchased them; they are in the storage room. 
·  Threshing Show exhibit:   A woman from Florida is bringing a rare Brockway tractor to the show. 
·  Detour:   The board is considering additional signage should roadwork continue throughout the show. 
·  Congratulations:   President Thompson recognized MACCRAY for winning the Class A Minnesota State High School Baseball 

Championship. 
·  Gratitude:   President Thompson thanked those who served this month’s lunch.   
 
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: July 2, 2009 ,  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.  
Quorum: Present – Thompson, Kleene, Bergquist, Phillips, Molde, Zeller, Sellman, Kanten, Winter. Absent:  Emch. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips read the minutes of the May 7th  directors’ meeting.  M/S/P Bergquist/Zeller to approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist was unable to prepare the financial report due to the early meeting date.  
·  Donation:   Darol (Dean) and Miriam Witte are the parents of Mike Witte, a club member who passed away recently.  

They met with Floyd Kanten on June 27th to show him the tractors and farm equipment that Mike wished to donate to the 
club.  His collection includes several vintage tractors, all in good running order, a road grader, two 2-bottom plows, a Ford 
truck and a variety of other farm implements.  The club has the option to accept any or all of the items.  Any board 
members who are able to do so, were invited to join Floyd to meet with Darol on Friday, July 3rd.  M/S/P Kleene/Winter  
to authorize  board members who are present at the July 3rd  meeting to determine which items to accept on behalf of the 
club. 
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·  Chamber of Commerce:  Deanna Hodge is now involved with the Chamber; she reported that the Chamber will be 
represented at the 2009 Threshing Show. 

·  Cedar trees:   A tree along Hwy 9, thought to be Cedar, is actually Pine.  Orlynn Hegna is getting a Cedar tree from Ken 
Peterson. 

·  Popcorn Shack:   Carol Hegna is the coordinator; the Shack will be staffed during the 2009 show. 
·  Toy Building:   Bob Kellen is the coordinator; President Thompson encourages anyone with toys to bring them for display in the 

Toy Building. 
·  Chicken House:  Gene Zeller is considering other locations for it and will handle any move prior to the 2009 show.   
·  Heritage Hill house project:   The committee met, had a productive discussion and generated several ideas.  They also toured 

the “Hagen House,” a larger house which is sound and has historical value.  The committee asks for input from the members to 
define the club’s vision for the house.  The vision will serve as the basis for future strategy recommendations by the committee.  
Questions to consider:  What purpose will the house serve (model period house, museum, display/demonstration space)?  
Could it include a shower room in anticipation of future large shows?  Do members expect to hire the work completed or use 
volunteer labor?  Members are asked to contact anyone on the committee  to provide input. In addition, a separate item in this 
month’s newsletter will ask members to prepare to offer written input at a future membership meeting.  Reminder:  Committee 
members are Jim Roe, Steve Haugen, Mick Sellman, Doug Norman and Gerald Kleene. 

·  Letters for donated sign:    M/S/P Bergquist/Molde  to authorize the purchase a set of changeable letters at wholesale pricing 
($210 + shipping). 

·  Reusable signs:   M/S/P Sellman/Winter  to authorize the purchase of 10 signs at a cost of $10/sign.  The wire-framed signs 
will be printed with “Threshing Show,” and will include directional arrows.  Anyone who puts up a sign is responsible for taking it 
down and returning it to storage. 

·  Heritage Hill events:   Jim Roe announced coming events.  They include a family reunion, a Jevnaker Lutheran Church 
evening service and two weddings. 

·  Eternal flame:   Jim Roe reported that the eternal flame has been purchased and installed.  Thank you to Jim for building the 
shelf which coordinates nicely with the interior of the chapel. 

 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting      Tuesday, July  21, 2009 – 7:00 PM 
 (July Servers: Ray/Inez Golden,  Floyd/Bev Hettver,  Arlen/Pat Runia, Jerry/Betty Cronen) 
2009 Parade Schedule 
 Clara City           Saturday, July 11, 2009 – 4:0 0 PM 
THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Leader, Stickney               August 21, 22 & 23, 2009 
            gas engines and lesser  known 
2009 Plowing Bee – Heritage Hill      Sunday, Octob er 25, 2009 – 1 PM 
2009 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 12, 2009 – 6 PM 
2010 Swap Meet        April 16 & 17, 2010 
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Farm Memories by Beatrice Olson  
It all began in the autumn of 1940. My father, Oscar Berven, saw this one-row mounted #10 McCormick-Deering corn picker at 
George Alvig Machinery located on the south end of Main Street Montevideo, south of the current day Cenex Cooperative. Dad 
negotiated the sale and Alvig’s mechanic John Ranger hauled the picker out to the Berven Farm in Big Bend Township. Alvig 
always needed extra help unloading machinery when arriving at the farm. Luckily there was a large elm tree on the farm under 
which a chain hoist and ropes were used to assist the unloading. The design of the unit made the picker very top heavy. It still 
amazes me that the picker never tipped over when going up and down the steep hills and across the river.  We often referred to the 
picker as the “monstrosity”, and I always thanked God that Dad traded it off before any tragic accidents occurred. The unit was 
never OSHA approved! Dad always indicated that the McCormick-Deering picker was made well and it harvested corn with minimal 
problems. Mounting and dismounting the picker was always a difficult task. I always wonder what farmers would do without large 
trees? Included in the right photo is Vernon Larson, Montevideo, unloading the corn; James Berven driving the Farmall B; Beatrice 
(Berven) Olson and brother David Berven standing in front of the tractor; their mother, Alice Berven, is standing behind the tractor. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS: 270 VOLUNTEERS  
 

Invite a neighbor, friend, even a relative, who has interest in preserving agricultural history to become a Heritage Hill member.  Annual 
membership fees are $15.00 per individual and $25.00 per family.  
 

EXTRAS:  
 

·  Two antennas met on a roof, fell in love and got married. The ceremony wasn't much, but the reception was excellent ·  A jumper 
cable walks into a bar. The bartender says, "I'll serve you, but don't start anything." ·  Two peanuts walk into a bar, and one was a 
salted ·  A dyslexic man walks into a bra ·  A man walks into a bar with a slab of asphalt under his arm and says: "A beer please, 
and one for the road." ·  Two cannibals are eating a clown. One says to the other: "Does this taste funny to you?" ·   "Doc, I can't 
stop singing 'The Green, Green Grass of Home.'" "That sounds like Tom Jones Syndrome." "Is it common?" Well, "It's Not 
Unusual." ·  Two cows are standing next to each other in a field. Daisy says to Dolly, "I was artificially inseminated this morning." "I 
don't believe you," says Dolly. "It's true, no bull!" exclaims Daisy ·   An invisible man marries an invisible woman. The kids were 
nothing to look at either ·  Deja Moo: The feeling that you've heard this bull before ·   I went to buy some camouflage trousers the 
other day but I couldn't find any ·  A man woke up in a hospital after a serious accident. He shouted, "Doctor, doctor, I can't feel my 
legs!" The doctor replied, "I know you can't - I've cut off your arms!" ·  I went to a seafood disco last week...and pulled a mussel ·  
What do you call a fish with no eyes? A fsh ·  Two termites walk into a bar. One asks, "Is the bar tender here?" 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: June 2009  
 

Financial Statement: June 1, 2009      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$5,367.32  General Fund  $996.61  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$97.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $105,429.35  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$15,247.75  Farming Fund  $106,425.96  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$48,800.45  Nordaune House       
$1,212.13  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund  $9,500.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$1,752.81  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$106,425.96  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
         

$106,425.96  Balance: June 1, 2009  DISBURSEMENTS   
    ($338.74) Chapel Improvements  

Donations:      ($838.00) Directors/Officers Insurance  
$25.00 Gordon/Lois Baker  ($89.33) Electricity   

    ($194.58) 
Equipment   

Repair   
 RECEIPTS  ($8,414.05) Farming Expense   

$2.00 Buttons   ($66.75) Flags    
$25.00 Donations  ($12.76) Gopher Bait   
$15.00 Dues/Membership  ($149.95) Grass Trimmer   
$96.25 Interest   ($59.00) Merchandise for Resale  

$255.00 Raffle Tickets  ($44.00) Postage/Office Supplies  
$225.00 Swap Spaces  ($272.15) Threshing Show: Food  
$618.25  TOTAL   ($210.07) Tractor Pull Trophies  

    ($20.00) Wendell Froland Memorial  
$96,334.83  Balance: June 30, 2009 ($10,709.38)  TOTAL    

                  

         

Financial Statement:  June 30, 2009      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$4,028.99  General Fund  $1,810.89  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$97.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $94,523.95  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$6,833.70  Farming Fund  $96,334.84  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$48,800.45  Nordaune House       
$873.39  Other Memorial Fund      
$189.24  Stage Fund       

$1,752.81  Tractor Pull Track Fund $9,500.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$96,334.84  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   


