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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
“Time marches on whether we like it or not” is a quote of unknown origin that we have all heard repeatedly. The quote applies to so 
many things in life, actually every thing in life. The older we become the faster time seems to move along. It seams like only 
yesterday since the 2009 Threshing Show concluded and now the 2010 Threshing Show is already just around the corner. Activities 
at the show site continue in preparation for the show. This year Heritage Hill is looking forward to hosting and welcoming the JI 
Case Collectors Association and the Northland Case Collectors. J I Case Collectors Association will be hosting its annual 
convention at Heritage Hill this year. It is anticipated that many Case tractors, equipment and memorabilia will be exhibited 
throughout the weekend. Progress continues on the Hagen House restoration. Thanks are extended to James Roe for coordinating 
the project. The hope is that groups of Heritage Hill volunteers will agree to restore each room in the house. Members are gathering 
each Tuesday and Thursday, throughout the day, to work on the house. Please consider helping as it is the hope that the house 
can be open for viewing by the third week in August.  
 

Ever since the year 2000 Heritage Hill has been privileged to 
operate the 46-acre farm land owned by Chippewa County. As 
stated many times in the past, this farm has become a major 
source of revenue for Heritage Hill. Also, ever since 2000, 
Heritage Hill has suffered from some degree of drought and 
the crop production has never been up to its full potential as a 
result. Year-to-date things are different, but the year has not 
yet come to a close. Interestingly enough, shortly after the oats 
were planted and emerged at Heritage Hill, the plants suffered 
from an early drought in April and subsequent wind damage. 
After that time, the rains began to fall and the oats have now 
recovered. Now both the soybean and oats fields are growing 
ahead of schedule – thanks mostly to adequate precipitation. 
On two separate occasions, rock picking on county land was 

scheduled and twice the attempted rock picking was foiled as heavy rain was received shortly before the rock-picking event was to 
begin. Thanks are extended to Doug Norman who spent some time over at Heritage Hill, between rains, gathering the rock from the 
field. At least the larger rocks have been removed.  The growing season has a long way to go before harvest. As always good 
growing conditions are needed to obtain optimum yields. Much can happen between now and harvest, but the crops are looking 
great midway through the crop production season.  
 

Speaking of weather, the Montevideo area has been spared, for the most part, from wild weather phenomena experienced during 
the month of June, especially the tornado outbreak of June 17th. Hardest hit were the Albert Lea and Wadena Minnesota areas with 
3 tornados upwards of 170 miles per hour and measuring an EF4 on the Fajita scale, quite rare in Minnesota. Our thoughts and 
prayers are extended to the parents of Heritage Hill member Sue Bergquist. Sue’s parents, Bill and Regina Weniger, are retired and 
were residing on their farm southwest of Bluffton Minnesota. At about 5:00 pm that evening Wenigers were home when the tornado 
took a direct hit to their farmstead. They were able to escape serious injury by seeking safety in their basement, only a couple 
seconds prior to the house leaving its foundation overhead. All 9 building, including the house, barn, silo and all outbuildings were 
completely demolished by the storm. Many homes in the southwest quadrant of Wadena were also severely damaged by a 
separate vortex that originated from the same storm system. There were many other facilities that sustained severe damage in the 
Wadena tornado path including the Wadena Deer-Creek High School, the city cemetery, and the Wadena County Fair grounds.  
Despite the devastation, the Wadena County Fair Board has pledged that the ‘show must go on” and the event continues to be 
scheduled for July 29 to 31, 2010. 
 

County fairs continue to be a time honored summer tradition not only in Minnesota, but though out North 
America and many places throughout the world. The history of fairs goes far back in ancient times. In Roman 
era, fairs were holidays on which there was an intermission of labor and pleadings. In later centuries, on any 
special Christian religious occasion, particularly on the dedication anniversary of a church, tradesmen would 
bring and sell their wares, even in the churchyards. Such fairs then continued annually, usually on the feast 
day of the patron saint to whom the church was dedicated. This custom was kept up until the reign of Henry 
VI, by which time there were a great many fairs kept on these patronal festivals, for example at Westminster 
on St. Peter’s Day. In the United States, fairs draw in as many as 150 million people each summer. One 
example of the American county fair being featured in a famous piece of literature is in E. B. White's 
Charlotte's Web. Children's competitions at an American fair range from breeding small animals to robotics, 
while the organization 4-H has become a traditional association. County Fairs were very popular activities 
among the early pioneer settlers everywhere in the United States. The county fair, church and school related 
activities, as well as weekly Saturday night gatherings in every rural community were all means of socializing 
and communicating with one another. The popularity of County Fairs probably reached its peaks in the 
1970’s. County fairs started to dwindle in size and popularity in the late 1970’s and has continued to decline 
as the number of family farms, rural population, and small livestock operations have also diminished. 
Fortunately, all area county fairs are still functioning and continue to be a source of summertime enjoyment.  
 

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
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Oats Shocking:  
Members are needed to help with the oat shocking within the next few weeks. This 
year there are 28 acres of oats at Heritage Hill that will be cut and bundled in 
preparation for the 2010 Heritage Hill Threshing Show. In 2010 the largest Case 
Threshing Machine will be displayed at Heritage Hill and all the bundles are needed 
to demonstrate its full threshing capacity. Please plan to help during the day or 
evening hours when the need arises. Notices will be sent out via email when the 
bundles are ready to be shocked.               Thank you, Farming Committee   
 
 

RAFFLE TICKETS:  There are about 160 2010 Raffle Tickets with members that need to be sold and returned. Please 
sell the remaining raffle tickets as soon as possible. All raffle tickets need to be accounted for prior to the August 22nd drawing. 
Please make every effort to sell the tickets that you have in your possession. If you plan to return your tickets unsold, you 
need to return your unsold tickets prior to July 31 , 2010. After August 1st you will need to sell the tickets in your possession 
and return the sold stubs and money. If you have questions regarding the 2010 raffle, please contact President Wesley Thompson.
  

                                                             Thank you, The Directors  
 
 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS: 268 VOLUNTEERS AND GROWING  
 

Invite a neighbor, friend, even a relative, who has interest in preserving agricultural history to become a Heritage Hill member.  Annual 
membership fees are $15.00 per individual and $25.00 per family.  
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: June 15, 2010 Marlys Heath, Secretary   
President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Heritage Hill. Quorum: 72 members were present. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Marlys Heath read the minutes of the May 18, 2010 membership meeting.  M/S/P Mary Ann Berg/Les Bergquist to 
approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist reported the May financials. M/S/P Gene Zeller/Floyd Hilbrands to approve. 
·  National Guard Climbing Wall : President Thompson reported 

that the climbing wall has not yet been procured for the threshing 
show, but it is still anticipated that the unit will be available. 

·  Benches : Mildred Severson has donated two benches in Memory 
of Roland Severson. The benches will be installed in an area 
North East of the Hanson Building and more space will be 
available in that area to add future benches. 

·  Crazy Days : Helpers will be needed during Montevideo Crazy 
Day on July 23rd. 

·  Rock Picking:  Due to the cancellation of the previous date 
because of the weather a new date has been set for Tuesday, 
June 22nd at 6:00 PM with supper afterwards in the Threshers 
Kitchen. 

·  Lawn Mowing : Thursday June 17th will be the next mowing date 
at 6:00 PM. Come earlier if you would like. 

·  Barnaal Building : The contractors for the siding suggested using 
drop siding to keep the authenticity of the building. The heavier 
grade siding would be available at the same cost. Marvel Moen volunteered to paint the sign for the building. 

·  Donations : Running’s Farm and Fleet and Montevideo Napa Auto Parts each donated $600.00 for transporting the threshing 
machine and steam engine for the 2010 threshing show.  Sportsman Inn, Montevideo donated two rooms for two nights for 
lodging for the persons bringing the threshing machine and steam engine. Thank You Notes have been sent to each. 

·  Queen: Carmen Haugen read a letter from Emma Johnson of Montevideo wishing to be the Queen for 2010-2011. MSP Les 
Bergquist/Waunita Kanten to elect Emma Johnson as the 2010-2011 Threshing Show Queen. 

·  Coordinators:  The coordinators for each building and event for the Threshing show will remain the same as last year unless it 
is brought to the attention of President Thompson or one of the board members. 

·  Jackets : The jackets that were ordered are here and can be picked up from Merlyn Hanson. 
·  Posters, Brochures, and Buttons : Posters are available and are ready to be distributed in area communities. The buttons are 

$1.00 each. 
·  House : Jim Roe reported that volunteers are needed to choose a room and to be in charge of decorating.  Many things have 

been repaired but lots of work is still needed. The house is in need of an 8 inch beam to support the chimney in the basement. 
Donations including a claw foot bath tub, carpet and other floor coverings, wallpaper, 4 or more oak dining room chairs and 
many other items are needed. Please talk to the housing committee  prior to donating to avoid duplication. The committee will 
be working on Tuesdays and Thursdays. Interested members should contact any committee member. 

·  Parades : Please see parade schedule in coming events. More exhibits are needed for the parades; representation has been 
low in the previous parades.  

·  Weed Control :  Richard Emch donated a John Deere sprayer to HH for needed weed control.  
·  Don Hendrickson Estate Auction : Saturday, July 17th. McCormick-Deering 22” threshing machine will be sold. MSP Les 

Bergquist/Doug Norman to bid up to $2500.00 for threshing machine.  
·  Grain Binder : Elmira Koch has donated the binder to the club.  
·  Oleson Building : Floyd Kanten and Floyd Hilbrands will be starting building addition. Any volunteers to help should contact 

one of them. 
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: July 1, 2010, Marlys Heath, Secretary  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.  
Quorum: Present – Thompson, Kleene, Bergquist, Heath, Molde, Zeller, Sellman, Bangsund, Winters.  Absent – Emch,   
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
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Secretary Heath read the minutes of the May 6, 2010 directors’ meeting, M/S/P Bergquist/Zeller to approve the minutes. 
There was no treasurer’s report since it was the 1st of the month and the report was not completed. 
·  Kitchen:  The new sign is not ready, but will be ready in time for the show. The air conditioner needs to be repaired. Molde 

agreed to check and arrange for it to be serviced. The refrigerator is leaking water; Kleene will make service arrangements.  
·  Summer Kitchen:  Tom Pieper has a summer kitchen to donate to Heritage Hill. Zeller looked at it and reported it would need 

major repair. M/S/P: Bergquist/Zeller to decline the donation of the summer kitchen.  
·  Dalton Raffle:   There was a request made by the Dalton club to sell raffle tickets at the HH Threshing Show. The request was 

denied due to raffle sale competition. 
·  Barnaal Building:  The exterior siding work is all completed. There are four window frames which need painting. Bangsund 

agreed to remove the windows and coordinate painting. 
·  Posters and Brochures:   Posters and brochures have been mailed to interested parties nationwide.  
·  Camping:  A $10.00 weekend HH camping fee collected at the entrance gate during the camping show. The fee will be the 

same even if the space is used for only one night. The electrical service camping sites will be available and reserved for those 
needing it for health reasons on a first come first served basis. 

·  Parades:  Molde volunteered to drive the Oliver in the Maynard parade; Zeller volunteered to drive it in the Clara City parade. 
·  Hagen House:  Thompson reported on the progress of the house. The interior work is progressing but more volunteers are 

needed for cleaning and painting. Thompson located a claw foot bath tub and possibly other vintage fixtures for the bathroom – 
The house committee will decide.  A cook stove and parlor stove are available for donation. M/S/P Bergquist/Zeller to purchase 
3 fire extinguishers for the house. Thank you to Marvel Moen, Chet and Truly Beavers and Mick Sellman for placing stones and 
shrubs around the house.  

·  Sprayer:  The sprayer donated by Richard Emch was declined due to its excessive size. Zeller will check on the price and 
availability of a sprayer which will meet our needs. 

·  Raffle Tickets:  There are still tickets available to sell. See Thompson if you would like to have tickets to sell. 
·  National Guard Climbing Wall:  The climbing wall was given to another organization for the same weekend. It is very 

disappointing after all the time spent to secure this for the show. Thompson will try again for the 2011 Threshing Show. 
·  Lawn mowing and cleaning:  Mowing, trimming and Hagen House window cleaning has been scheduled for Thursday, July 8th 

; volunteers are needed for both projects. 
·  Bus Tour:  Bergquist agreed to coordinate a bus tour of area interests for the Case Collector spouses attending the 2010 

Threshing Show.  Arrangements will be made for someone to take over his treasurer duties during the time of the tour.  
·  Shingle Mill:  Pioneer Power Inc. of Hanley Falls forwarded a letter indicating its interest in liquidating its half ownership interest 

in the shingle mill.  The original contract states that if either party decides to sell its share the other organization will agree to 
purchase the shingle mill half interest for the price of $1550.00. If the other party does not want to pay the purchase price it is to 
be sold on a public sale. M/S/P Sellman/Bergquist to purchase the half interest in the shingle mill for $1,550.00 

·  Slab Wood:  More slab wood is need for the operation of the steam engine. 
·  Farming:  The oats will be ready to cut in about 3 weeks. Much help will be needed to shock the grain. Anyone interested 

should come to Heritage Hill anytime they are available after the oats are cut.  Many bundles are needed to keep the large 
threshing machine operational. 

·  Fairbanks Morse:  Gerald Kleene and Mick Sellman agreed to take turns running the engine during the show. Any other help 
would be appreciated. 

 

THRESHING SHOW CHAIRS 
The following members have agreed to serve as committee chairs during the threshing show: 
Announcer – Jordan Zeller    Past Feature Tractors  – Mick Sellman/LuVerne Bangsund   
Antique Automobile  – James Roe    People Movers  – Dennis Olson    
Audio -  Ervin Winter/Daniel Winter    Pedal Pull  – Waunita Kanten     
Barnaal Building – Floyd Kanten/Richard Emch  Portable Toilets  – Douglas Norman  
Blacksmith  – Open     Church Service  – Dennis & Beatrice Olson      
Concession Stand – Carol Hegna/Susan Bergquist  Queen Coronation  – Carmen Haugen    
Corn Sheller  – Kimm Jacobson    Registration/Office –  Sandy Faehn, Patty Kurtzbein, Linda Benjamin          
Dust Control  – Peter Lindholm & Orlynn Hegna  Sawmill – Denny Kurtzbein & Patty Kurtzbein 
Fairbanks-Morse Building  – Mick Sellman   Schoolhouse  – Ronald and Maryan Froland 
Gate Admission  – Eugene Zeller    Security  – Granite Falls Saddle Club  
Hanson Building Displays  – Elsie Holtan   Shocking/Threshing – Framing Committee 
Hagen House  – James Roe    Shingle Mill/Planing – LuVerne Bangsund/John Bangsund  
Hog Roast  – Peter Lindholm/Curt Berg/Doug Norman  Small Engines  – Kyle Ashling/Lannie Ashling/Donald Holtan   
Lawn mower Pull  – Kyle Ashling/Tim Stensrud  Steam Engine  – Patty Kurtzbein & Jeff Lund  
Log Cabin  – Ron Molde`     Swap Vendors  – Floyd & Waunita Kanten  
Merchandise Sales – Merlin Hanson/Richard Oleson  Tents –  Doug Norman   
Miniatures  – Kermit Ehrenberg    Tractor Display  – Mick Sellman    
Music  – Daniel Winter     Thresher’s Kitchen  – Thresher’s Kitchen Committee 
National Anthem  – Gerald Loe    Toy Building  – Robert Kellen 
Parade – Mick Sellman     Trains  – David Heath & James Heath     
Parking/Camping  – Granite Falls Saddle Club   Tractor Pull – Gerald Kleene    
Food Service – Tractor Pull  – Marilyn Norman/Doug Norman Tractor Races  – Floyd Hilbrands/Jordan Zeller 
If you have not registered to help on one of the committees, please contact the listed chair to volunteer your services. 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting – Heritage Hill    Tuesday, July 20, 2010 – 7 pm 
     (July servers: Jim Roe; Milo/Marvel Moen; Bert /Sandy Faehn; Chet/Truly Beavers) 
Directors’ Meeting – Heritage Hill      Thursday, A ugust 5, 2010 – 7 pm 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors    Au gust 20, 21, 22, 2010 
     Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association a nd Northland Case Collectors Club conventions 
2010 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 11, 2010 – 6 PM 
2011 Swap Meet        April 15 & 16, 2011 
  PARADE SCHEDULE  
Clara City             Saturday, July 10, 2010 - 4: 00 PM 
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EXTRAS:  
·  The graveside service just barely finished, when there was massive clap of thunder, followed by a tremendous bolt of 

lightning, accompanied by even more thunder rumbling in the distance... Ole looked at the Pastor Bjornsrud and calmly 
said, 'Well, she's there.'  

·  A doctor examining Lena who had been rushed to the emergency room, took Ole aside, and said, 'I don't like the looks of 
your wife at all.' 'Me neither doc,' said Ole. 'But she's a great cook and really good with the kids.' 

·  Ole goes to the wizard to ask him if he can remove a curse he has been living with for the last 50 years. The Wizard 
says, 'Maybe, but, Ole, you will have to tell me the exact words that were used to put the curse on you.' Ole says without 
hesitation, 'I now pronounce you man and wife.' 

·  'Ole, I have reviewed this case very carefully,' the divorce Court Judge said, 'And I've decided to give your wife $775 a 
week,' 'That's very fair, your honor,' Ole said. 'And every now and then I'll try to send her a few bucks myself.' 

 

TREASURER’S REPORT: June 2010  
 

Financial Statement: June 1, 2010      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$20,751.03  General Fund  $900.32  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,178.39  Chapel Fund  $80,084.33  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$691.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$9,235.02  Farming Fund  $80,984.65  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,106.16  Nordaune House       
$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$80,984.65  TOTAL        

                  
         

Operating Statement        
         

Donations       DISBURSEMENTS   
$50.00  Gwen/David Olson  ($8,107.00) Barnaal Building   

       ($117.91) Electricity   
    ($187.85) Equipment Repair   

$80,984.65  Balance: June 1, 2010 ($298.13) Farming Expense   
    ($53.39) Fuel     
 RECEIPTS  ($6,825.07) Hagen House    

$3.00 Button Sales  ($126.90) Landscaping   
$50.00 Donations  ($44.00) Postage/Office Supplies  
$54.67 Interest   ($910.00) Scraper/Tractor Hubs  

$150.00 Raffle Tickets  ($1,550.00) Shingle Mill 1/2   
$52.00 USDA Payments  ($510.42) Threshing Show: Advertising  

$309.67 TOTAL   ($171.41) Threshing Show: Food  
    ($18,902.08) TOTAL    

$62,392.24  Balance: June 30, 2010      
                  
         

Financial Statement: June 30, 2010      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$8,983.69  General Fund  $1,253.96  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,178.39  Chapel Fund  $61,138.28  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$691.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$9,235.02  Farming Fund  $62,392.24  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      
$8,281.09  Nordaune House       

$189.24  Stage Fund       
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$62,392.24  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   
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