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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
 

Greetings from Heritage Hill. It is already June. Where the time goes I will never know. It seems like just yesterday that the Heritage 
Hill membership was preparing for the last Threshing Show. Now the 2010 Threshing Show is only two months away. The plans 
and preparation for the 2010 show are in full swing. This year Heritage Hill is anticipating another very successful show, as it is 
hosting the Northland Case Collectors and the J.I. Case Collectors Association. Thanks are extended to Heritage Hill promoter and 
Vice-President Gerald Kleene for making the arrangements for hosting these organizations. Representatives from both 
organizations have been to Heritage Hill, have been extremely impressed with the facilities and all that Heritage Hill has to offer.  
That is a complement to all members that have taken part in the Heritage Hill development over the past decade. Heritage Hill is set 
apart with its exceedingly impressive facilities – a great organization all the way around. A new community facility has been 
completed in Maynard this past year. It is known as the Maynard Event Center and is built adjacent to Budger’s Dinner House – a 
very nice addition to the community. This year the Case Collectors will be hosting its annual banquet in the Maynard Event Center. 
Representatives from the Case Collectors Association had an opportunity to tour the facility when visiting during the Swap Meet 
weekend. They were all very pleased with the accommodations. Budger’s Dinner House will be catering the Case Collector’s 
banquet Saturday night during the Threshing Show weekend.  
 

2010 marks the 30th anniversary of Minnesota Valley Antique Farm Power and Machinery Association and the 11th anniversary of 
the Heritage Hill. The best thing that ever happened to the organization was the motion to purchase its own land and develop its 
own show site – that transpired back at a membership meeting in 1999. From that point forward Heritage Hill has grown in 
membership and size at a very rapid rate and donations from multiple sources has been the catalyst for this huge growth. The most 
obvious donations are the direct monitory donations that have now totaled a striking $120,929 since the start of the show site. 
Donations have come in many different ways including reduced land costs, the 11th straight year of free land usage, labor donated 
toward the erection and reconditioning of each and every building, volunteered labor for continuous repairs and maintenance, 
volunteered labor during each and every threshing show and swap meet, donated usage of equipment, the permanent donation of 
equipment and other artifacts, donation of seed and other farm inputs, just to name a few. Many donations are received from people 
behind the scenes with little or no fanfare or recognition necessary. Yes, donations are the engine that drives most non-profit 
organization. The Internal Revenue Service mandates many tests required for a 501 (C) (3) authorized organization to maintain its 
tax exempt status. Non-profit organizations must receive at least 33.3% of its support from the public, donations being part of that 
equation. Heritage Hill meets this test each and every year with more than 97% of its support coming from the public as defined by 

the IRS. Again, thanks are extended to everybody who donates of their time, talents and 
financial resources.  
 

The soybeans have been planted on the 46 acre field east of Heritage Hill. The soybeans 
have emerged and are looking good for early June. Every year that Heritage Hill has 
operated the 46-acre parcel, there has been limited precipitation causing some degree of 
draught stress. Yet, the yields, over the years, both corn and soybeans, have been very 
favorable. Maybe this year will be different. Maybe just once there will be ample moisture – 
time will tell. Thanks are extended to the Chippewa County Commissioners for the use of the 
county land. Thanks are also extended to Gary Velde and Pioneer Seed for the donation of 

the Round-up Ready Soybeans. Once again Heritage Hill is the beneficiary of these donations and 
the commodities produced turns out to be a major fundraiser for the organization. Thanks are also 
extended to the Heritage Hill members who gathered on Tuesday, June 8th to help with the annual 
rock picking chores. The fellowship and food served was good; every participant also benefited from 
a free night of aerobic exercise! 
 

Some time ago I fell upon an old program for The Drake County Steam Thresher’s Association, Inc. 
14th annual reunion, held near Greenville, Ohio. Greenville is located in west central Ohio. The 
booklet is 8 pages in length and contains program information for the entire 4-day weekend show. I 
was interested in knowing if the organization is still active and if the organization continues to 
sponsor its annual threshing show. Whenever there is a need to find information, what better source 
than Google. I just typed in the organizational name and sure enough, up came a web site for the 
show. 2010 will be the 54th annual threshing show and it continues to be a 4-day event. This year 
the show is scheduled for June 30th to July 3rd. The organization is similar to Heritage Hill with about 
300 members in size. According to the photographs on the website, the most striking difference 
between the Drake County Show site and Heritage Hill are the trees. The Drake County show site 
appears very wooded, and Heritage Hill is not. But stay tuned: In 2034, Heritage Hill will host its 54th 
Annual Threshing Show, and the site will be very wooded as well.    

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
 

ANNUAL PICNIC You and your family are invited to attend the 2010 Annual Heritage Hill Family Picnic scheduled for 
Tuesday, June 15, 2010, 6 pm at Heritage Hill. Bratwursts, hot dogs, lemonade and coffee will be provided by the 
organization. Please bring a hot dish, salad, dessert or whatever  you wish to share . Also, please bring your own plates, 
cups and cutlery. Hope to see you for a fun filled evening of fellowship. Membership meeting will follow the picnic.  
  Thank you, The Directors                   
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OLD IRON COLLECTOR’S RESOURCE 
Charles H. Wendel is a well known author to the gas engine and tractor collector community. Wendel has authored numerous 
books compiling information regarding tractor and gas engine information manufactured in corner of the earth, throughout the early 
years of agricultural innovations until present times.  One of Wendel’s greatest publications is Wendel’s Notebook, A compendium 
of Useful Information for Gas Engine and Tractor Collectors. The fourth edition was published in 2000. The handbook consolidates  
information including magneto data, paint information and serial numbers. The book also contains interesting, direct, and blunt 
reminders such as the following excerpt found on page #63: 
“Paint Colors:  The following list has been compiled from many different sources, and 
while we believe this list to be accurate, we make no guarantees of any kind. CHECK 
IT OUT YOURSELF! before buying your paint. One digit difference in the number can 
make the difference from green to blue! There were wide variations in the colors 
used, especially on older equipment. If you have a good color chip, use it. Let it be 
clear to all that where this list, and the use thereof is concerned, you’re on your own!! 
We disclaim any liability or responsibility to anyone for any reason whatever in 
connection with this listing, and with this notice, you are hereby notified! Don’t ever 
think of using these materials without the proper safety equipment, including a 
respirator! Getting this stuff into your lungs is only for those with a death wish. Some 
finishes use deadly isocyanates that will eat your lungs, just for starters. So use a 
respirator, and change those cartridges. Also, keep your skin protected as well; some 
of this stuff can be absorbed and do awful internal damage to your body. For safety information, talk to your local paint distributor, 
and they’ll be glad to help.” 
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: May 18, 2010 Leslie Bergquist, Acting Secretary   
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Heritage Hill.  Quorum: 67 members were present. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Heath read the minutes of the April 13, 2010  membership meeting.  M/S/P Denny Olson/Floyd Kanten  to approve the 
minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist reported the April  Treasurer’s Report. M/S/P Mick Sellman/Floyd Hilbrands to approve. 
·  Thresher’s Kitchen: President Thompson advised the membership that the Board of Directors voted to purchase permanent 

lettering to replace the existing painted Thresher’s Kitchen sign. Finishing of the newly installed overhead cabinets was 
discussed, including the installation of cabinet doors or the option of leaving the shelves open.. Countryside Public Health is 
recommending that doors be installed. M/S/P Marianne Berg/Vince Welling to install doors. 

·  Queen Candidate: A HH queen candidate for 2010/2011 is needed. Interested young women who are friend or family of HH 
are encouraged to contact Queen Committee Chair Carmen Haugen or any of the HH directors.  

·  Case Tractor: President Thompson advised that Jeanette Hendrickson and the Donald Hendrickson Estate has donated the 
1936 Case RC tractor, which is the 2010 Case feature tractor, to HH. Chip Grube agreed to prepare tractor for the forthcoming 
parades.  

·  Case Collectors: A banquet and possible bus tour is being organized for the Case Collector members who will be attending 
the 2010 HH Threshing Show. A coordinator is needed.  

·  Rocks: Rock picking has been scheduled for June 8, 2010, 6:00 pm; June15, 2010 is case of inclement weather.  
·  Rock Climbing: President Thompson advised that the National Guard is planning to be at the HH Threshing Show with the 

portable rock climbing wall.  
·  Lawn Maintenance: HH lawn mowing is planned for Tuesday, May 25, 2010. Merlyn Hanson agreed to coordinate a custom 

chemical application to control dandelions.  
·  French Fries: M/S/P Lynn Mills/Beatrice Olson to cancel plans to prepare French fries at the HH Threshing Show.  
·  Barnaal Building: Two quotes to paint the Barnaal Building have been received for $2,360 and $2,500, respectively. The 

quote for covering the building with vinyl siding totals $7,931. M/S/P Curt Berg/Grace Zeller to install the vinyl siding.  
·  Hagen House: The installation of replicated split rock covering the basement wall foundation was discussed. M/S/P Waunita 

Kanten/Marvel Moen to authorize the house committee to make the decision.  
·  Holt Caterpillar: There has been no significant restoration progress made on the Holt Caterpillar since the project started. The 

future of the Holt Caterpillar was discussed. M/S/P Chet Beavers/Leslie Bergquist to sell the Holt Caterpillar for its present 
value prior to expending more money on its restoration.  

·  Lac qui Parle Museum: Barb Redepenning and Beth Westby were present from the Lac qui Parle Museum and advised that 
the museum will be hosting Journey Stories, a traveling exhibit from the Washington DC based Smithsonian Museum. The 
exhibit will be on display September 4 to October 16, 2010. An invitation was extended to HH to visit the exhibit as a group. 

 

Chauffeur Badges 
Collections are endless. Collections begin from special interests and passions people develop for goods that 
share a common bond.  Although not brand new to the collector scene, collections of chauffer badges have 
grown in popularity over the past decade or so. Chauffeur badges, historically issued by many but not all states 
and provinces, allowed a working man or woman to drive a commercial vehicle for hire. To drive a taxicab, 
limousine, or bus required a badge. Functionally, the badges were much the same as a regular passenger car driver’s license, with 
various states, provinces, cities and counties having different requirements for the enhanced driving credential. States and 
provinces that issue chauffeur badges started doing so around 1909 and continued until the mid-1950’s when stamps on driver’s 
license replaced the badges.  The badges were roughly one inch to 3.5 inches in diameter. The badges were kept pinned to the 
chauffeur’s hat or a jacket lapel.� Like license plates, the value of antique chauffeur badges vary based on the state  in which the 
badges were issued. Highly populated states such as California, New York and Illinois are in maximum demand. Also ranking high 
are badges issued during World War II, when it was difficult for badge manufacturers to get the needed metal. Most metal badges 
are made from tin, steel, copper and nickel alloys. By the end of the war, badges had been modified from metal to celluloid or 
plastic – much like campaign buttons. The late years of issue from any state or province are of little interest. Chauffeurs were in 
high demand and the profession was well respected in the early years of the automobile. Only the wealthy could afford an 
automobile; they usually chose to be driven rather than learn to drive themselves. Henry Ford, his invention of mass production and 
the related reduced cost of an automobile, along with improved highway systems soon changed those perceptions. Soon everybody 
was learning to drive and the demand for chauffeurs greatly diminished.   
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: June 3, 2010, Cancelled – Clarkfield Parade Conflict  
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS: 268 VOLUNTEERS  
 

Welcome is extended to the following new members : 
·  Annual Member:  Wayne Spiess, Dawson 

 

Invite a neighbor, friend, even a relative, who has interest in preserving agricultural history to become a Heritage Hill member.  Annual 
membership fees are $15.00 per individual and $25.00 per family.  
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting & Family Picnic – Heritage Hill  Tuesday, June 15, 2010 – 7 pm 
     (May servers: Family Picnic – See Insert) 
Directors’ Meeting – Heritage Hill      Thursday, J uly 1, 2010 – 7 pm 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors    Au gust 20, 21, 22, 2010 
     Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association a nd Northland Case Collectors Club conventions 
2010 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 11, 2010 – 6 PM 
2011 Swap Meet        April 23& 24, 2011 
PARADE SCHEDULE  
Renville                Saturday, June 12, 2010 - 3 :00 PM 
Boyd                   Sunday, June 13, 2010 - 2:00  PM 
Montevideo          Sunday, June 20, 2010 – 1:00 PM        
Granite Falls        Saturday, June 26, 2010 -  1:00 PM 
Dawson                Sunday, June 27, 2010 – 10:00  display; 2:00 PM Parade  
Maynard               Sunday, July 4, 2010 – 11:00 AM  
Clara City             Saturday, July 10, 2010 - 4: 00 PM 
Sacred Heart       Friday, July 16, 2010 – 6:00 PM   
 

Cast Iron – The Preservation of Imperfection 
Often antique gas engines are restored to the point where they appear pit free. Most often the person restoring the engine will 
become a little over zealous and will find a way to make the restoration “perfect”. Perfect is in the eyes of the beholder. With a lot of 
grinding, application of body putty, several coats of primer and several coats of finishing paint, the cast iron can appear to be extra 
smooth. Too much effort can be put into a restoration project. Some engines do get pitted more than others due to the elements, 
but original cast iron is supposed to have a somewhat rough look and feel to it. 
Its slight imperfections are what makes cast iron from the olden days stand out 
as original. Even casting outfits these days remake parts a little too perfect. Many 
restored engines have been grinded, sanded, and smoothed down way too much 
to where the cast iron looks like glass. This is about as far away from original 
condition as you can get. When these engines came off the factory line, the cast 
iron did not look and feel like glass. Engines that have been reconditioned to look 
like glass have greatly decreased value. Collectors these days want engines in 
original condition. An engine that is over restored is not original and it will not 
have the same value on today’s market. Some engines blocks and other 
components were cast in various states of roughness. When restoring gas 
engines it is highly advised not to over-restore. Unless there had been severe 
pitting from adverse elements, it is best to keep the casting in its original 
condition. Preserving the historical significance of an old engine is of major 
importance. A good restoration should include as much primer and paint as is 
necessary but avoid grinding down that original roughness. An engine can 
always be recovered from too much paint, but it can never recover from damage 
to the original surface once produced at the foundry.  
 

The Letter Series and the Golden Years of Internati onal Harvester 
 

The F-series tractors lasted until 1939. In late 1939, the famous Letter series 
of Farmall tractors was introduced, the A, B, BN, C, which replaced the B 
and BN in 1948, H, M, and MD. IH commissioned industrial designer 
Raymond Loewy to give the new Farmall general-purpose tractors a sleek 
new streamlined look. Designed for small-to-medium size American farms, 
International Harvester's new machines offered a wider variety of 
capabilities, engines, and equipment options. The smallest of the line, the 
'A', utilized the company's Culti-Vision offset engine/front end design, along 
with a wide front wheel track and dropped axles. The 'B' was the same as 
the 'A' with the exception it used a narrow, tricycle type front end. On the 
larger models, the 'tricycle' type, narrow-spaced front wheel design was 
retained, as it provided quick steering and a considerable improvement in 
maneuverability over competing tractors such as the Ford 9N. 
 

IH took care to produce a model for almost every farm and every need. The 
Farmall A, B, BN and the later C offered compact size; the H and M series 
provided extra plowing capability and power, while the Model H proved most 
popular with customers. The 'MD' Farmall offered a diesel engine, which 
actually started on gasoline, then was switched over to diesel when 
thoroughly warmed up. Sales took off, and letter-series production did not 
end until 1954. Overall, the Farmall 'letter' series, built of the heaviest-duty 
materials available, became not only a defining product line in IH history, but 
an iconic symbol of the prototypical American small-farm tractor. Many 
machines, especially the two largest models, the H and M, are still in 
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operation on farms today. 
 

In 1947, the smallest tractor in the Farmall line was introduced, the Cub. With a 60 cu. in. four-cylinder engine and a 69-inch 
wheelbase, the Cub was aimed at small farms such as truck farms, horse 
farms, and other small acreages that had previously continued to rely on 
horse-drawn equipment. The Cub also sold to owners of larger farms who 
required a second tractor. Production of the Cub commenced at the newly-
acquired Farmall Works-Louisville plant, formerly the wartime Curtiss-Wright 
Aircraft factory in Louisville, Kentucky, which was expanded, remodeled and 
re-equipped. Selling for $545.00 in 1947, the Cub proved extremely popular, 
and the original design continued in production without significant alteration 
until 1979. 
 

The Letter series tractors were updated to the Super series beginning in 
1947 with the Super A, 1951 for the Super C, 1952 for the Super M and 
1953 for the Super H, the B and BN models having been dropped from 
production and replaced with the C in 1948, which combined the attributes of 
both models into one tractor, while moving the operator position on top of the 
tractor in a more traditional layout like the H and M. Though the "Super 
series" received improvements, these tractors largely followed the design of 
their predecessors, and like them, were built to last. 
 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: May 2010  
 

Financial Statement: May 1, 2010      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$23,111.87  General Fund  $1,109.75  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,178.39  Chapel Fund  $83,521.61  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$647.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$10,403.85  Farming Fund  $84,631.36  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,267.20  Nordaune House       
$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$84,631.36  TOTAL        

                  
         

Operating Statement        
         

Donations           
$600.00  Montevideo NAPA       
$600.00  Runnings      DISBURSEMENTS   

    ($142.31) Electricity   
$84,631.36  Balance: May 1, 2010 ($261.37) Equipment Repair   

    ($1,168.83) Farming Expense   
 RECEIPTS  ($187.36) Fuel     

$40.00 Bake Sale  ($194.21) Hagen House    
$1,200.00 Donations  ($958.99) Kitchen Project   

$63.44 Interest   ($675.00) Merchandise Purchases  
$44.00 Meeting Lunch Donation ($44.00) Postage/Office Supplies  
$15.00 Membership Dues  ($93.60) Refuse Removal   

$200.00 Raffle Tickets  ($681.16) Swap Meet: Advertising  
$291.00 USDA Payments  ($411.46) Swap Meet: Food   

$1,853.44 TOTAL   ($410.16) Threshing Show: Advertising  
    ($271.70) Threshing Show: Food  

$80,984.65  Balance: May 31, 2010 ($5,500.15)  TOTAL    
                  
         

Financial Statement: May 31, 2010      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$20,751.03  General Fund  $900.32  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,178.39  Chapel Fund  $80,084.33  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$691.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$9,235.02  Farming Fund  $80,984.65  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,106.16  Nordaune House       
$189.24  Stage Fund       
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$80,984.65  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   

 
 
 


