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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
 

Greetings from Heritage Hill.  I hope all is well with you. Winter has worn out its welcome and I am guessing everybody is looking 
forward to the spring season. Even though the winter temperatures and precipitation have been very close to normal, we still 
grumble. I guess we have been way too spoiled with warm and dry winters of the past decade – this winter is just a dose of reality. 
Heritage Hill continues to be buttoned up for the winter and all is quiet. The weekend of February 14th & 15th Heritage Hill was 
present at the Great Minnesota Get Together held at the Lac qui Parle Valley High School. Many members were present to sell 
raffle tickets and the sales were very good. 160 out of the 1000 tickets available for sale were sold that weekend. Thanks are 
extended to all members who were helping and who made the weekend ticket sales a complete success. Thanks are also extended 
to DJ’s Sporting Goods in Montevideo for their continued support. To date they have sold 3 books of raffle tickets. Those folks have 
been a great help. Somewhat new this year will be the Saturday, May 2nd combination Bake Sale and Spring Tractor Display at 
Runnings in Montevideo. Thanks are extended to Joyce Bigaouette and Lola Dambroten for volunteering to coordinate the event.  
This should be another fun Heritage Hill gathering. The annual Heritage Hill Swap Meet, scheduled for April 17th & 18th is just 
around the corner. This will be the third year that Heritage Hill has scheduled the event on a Friday/Saturday. Granted there are no 
dates that would be perfect for everyone, hosting the event on a Friday/Saturday verses a Saturday/Sunday seems to be well 
received by all involved. You may have noticed in the January and February Treasurer’s reports that the electric bills have become 
expensive. After the January increase it was discovered that a window in the Thresher’s Kitchen had opened leaving in cold air, 
which was then thought to be the problem. After the February bill arrived Ron Molde tested various underground electrical lines and 
identified another problem. That underground line has been disconnected and the electrical leak will be repaired in the spring.  
 

The new Automated External Defibrillator has now been purchased and received from the Chippewa County Montevideo Hospital. 
The membership voted at the last membership meeting to purchase a cabinet specially designed for the AED storage. Recently, it 
has come to my attention that AED’s are a very hot item among thieves. Once limited to public places, individuals are now creating 
a growing demand for AED’s. Even though the purchase price continues to decline, new AED’s presently cost about $1,300. 
Thieves can generate quick easy money due to the AED growing popularity. Even though the Heritage Hill AED is insured, it still 
poses an unintended consequence to the organization. The AED needs to be located in a very accessible location, a location that is 
common to many. The most logical and central place would probably be in the Thresher’s Kitchen. Unfortunately, the Thresher’s 
Kitchen, as well as all other Heritage Hill facilities, is not occupied on a regular bases and such locations make easy targets for 
thieves. The idea of having one designated member in charge of the AED, storing the AED at their home, and transporting the unit 
as needed, was discussed. The down side to that plan is that the designated member may not be able to attend each and every 
event. Therefore, the AED would not be continuously available at the hill if and when needed. Ironically, the storage cabinets can be 
equipped with alarms – a lot of good that would do at Heritage Hill. As the saying goes, “If a tree falls in the forest and nobody is 
there to here it, does it really make a noise?” Even though it is 
comforting to know that an AED is now available at all 
Heritage Hill activities, my hope for the AED is that it never, 
ever needs to be used. 
 

Every day when turning on the radio, television or the 
internet, there is more bad news about the economy. I guess 
whatever goes up must come down. A little pain will probably 
result in some good especially for the younger generation 
who probably have never experience “hard times”. Once the 
economy does recover, we will all be better people as a 
result. This current recession always reminds me of the late 
David Landmark and his comments regarding the 1930’s 
depression: “We were so poor growing up in Lac qui Parle 
County that none of us knew there was a depression until it was over”. I recently heard a report regarding the impact of the 
recession on North Dakota and its residents. Besides the positive effects of the booming North Dakota oil industry, the state 
generally did not experience the effects of the exploding metro based real estate market and other expansive economic growth. The 
state has no overinflated economic base that is in need of contraction – no balloon to burst. Actually the economy of  North Dakota 
is doing relatively well. I think the same holds true for other areas of South Dakota and outstate Minnesota. I do not mean to dismiss 
the continued economic challenges of outstate Minnesota, but I believe the further away from the Twin Cities one resides, the lesser 
the impact of the current recession.  As evidenced at the Lac qui Parle Great Minnesota Get Together, there is still some money left 
in the county to spend. Those good folks are really superior at buying raffle tickets and lending their support to Heritage Hill. As 
always I look forward to that weekend event and enjoy visiting with those who take stop by for a visit.  
 

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
 

THRESHER’S KITCHEN – 2009 SWAP MEET 
 

The Thresher’s Kitchen will be open Friday and Saturday, April 17 & 18, 2009 during the annual Swap Meet. Volunteers are needed 
to serve meals and other tasks in the kitchen starting at 7:00 am. If you are able to volunteer please contact Dorraine Thompson at 
320-269-8470. As in past years members with last names beginning with A through N are asked to bring an uncut cookie sheet pan 
of bars. The bars will be cut by the kitchen staff to insure uniformity. (M though Z will be asked to donate at the 2010 Swap Meet). 

Thank you, The Food Service Committee 
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Wesley Thompson 
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Ex-Officio 
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HERITAGE HILL BAKE SALE @ RUNNINGS:   

 
The 2009 Bake Sale fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday, May 2, 2009, from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at 
Runnings in Montevideo in conjunction with the annual Runnings Fleet and Farm Antique Tractor Display. 
Heritage Hill members are asked to donate baked good for this fundraising event. Please deliver your bake 
good by 9:00 am to Runnings on the bake sale date. Members who are unable to bring baked good are 
asked to make a $20 cash donation toward the fundraiser. 2009 raffle tickets will be sold at the event. 
Volunteers are needed - anybody interested in helping with the fundraiser please contact Lola Dambroten, 

320-564-3852 or Joyce Bigaouette at 320-564-4132.      
 Thanks, Joyce Bigaouette & Lola Dambroten, Co-chair s 
 
 

 

Farm and Family Photograph 

Thanks are extended to Richard and Lucy Emch for sharing the above Farm and Family Photographs. Both pictures were 
photographed in circa 1939 on the Elmer Emch farm near Perrysburg, Ohio.  Elmer is identified on the right in the left photo next to 
young Richard Emch, age 6. Even at a young age, Richard Emch was good at supervising the activities around the farm including 
the fall corn harvest.  In 1939 Elmer Emch decided to purchase a Case 2-row pull-type corn picker of which only the corn picker’s 
elevator head can be seen in the picture. Emch purchased the corn picker not only for his own corn harvest but also with the 
intention of custom harvesting for the neighbors. Regarding the future of mechanical harvesters, many of the nay-saying neighbors 
proclaimed, “It will never work”. The first year Elmer harvested a total of 500 acres of corn. For many years in a row, Elmer would 
trade corn-pickers every year at Henry Brothers Case in Perrysburg, Ohio. Pictured in the photo on the right are Richard Emch, 
Elmer Emch and Dick Walmick who were all proud of their John Deere D tractor.  In the background is the large barn with the Emch 
family name on the side. At the time of the photo Walmick was the hired hand on the Emch farm who worked for room and board.  
 

DIRECTOR MEETING SUMMARY: February 5, 2009   
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Montevideo Country 
Kitchen.  
Quorum: Present – Bangsund, Bergquist, Emch, Kanten, Kleene, Sellman, Thompson, 
Welling, Winter, Zeller. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Secretary Welling read the minutes of the January 8, 2009  directors’ meeting. M/S/P 
Bergquist/Zeller to approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist presented the January 2009  Treasurer’s Report. M/S/P  
Kanten/Bangsund  to approve the reports as presented. 
·  Great Minnesota Get Together: Thompson advised that the event is scheduled 

for February 14th & 15th at the Lac qui Parle Valley High School. Heritage Hill will be 
selling raffle tickets. All members are encouraged to help. 

·  Sawmill: Denny Kurtzbein advised that Sawmill repairs are needed at a cost 
estimated at $250. M/S/P Kleene/Sellman to approve the request. 

·  Montevideo Chamber of Commerce:  Thompson advised that Heritage Hill has received an invoice for 2009 Montevideo 
Chamber of Commerce dues. M/S/P Kleene/Bergquist to decline the opportunity to pay the dues in 2009. 

·  Health Permits:  Bergquist advised that all health permits have been obtained from the Countryside Public Health service for all 
Heritage Hill food services. Zeller agreed to obtain the water testing kit from CPH and administer the water test at Heritage Hill. 

·  Election of Officers:  Thompson reminded the Nominating Committee that officers and directors’ election will be held at the 
February 16, 2009 membership meeting. 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING SUMMARY:  February 16, 2009  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Montevideo Community Center.  
Quorum: Present – 61 members. 
President Thompson led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Secretary Welling read the minutes of the January 19, 2009  membership meeting. M/S/P Mick Sellman/Curtis Berg to approve 
the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist presented the January 2009  Treasurer’s Report. M/S/P Curt Floyd kanten/James Roe  to approve the reports 
as presented. 
·  Officer and Director Elections: Floyd Kanten and Erwin Winter served on the 2009 Nominating Committee. The following 

officers and directors were elected: President  – Wesley Thompson; Vice-President  – Gerald Kleene; Secretary  – Sally 
Phillips; Treasurer  – Leslie Bergquist; Directors  – Ronald Molde, Milton Sellman and Eugene Zeller. 

·  Great Minnesota Get Together:  President Thompson expressed appreciation to all members who helped sell raffle tickets at 
the annual Great Minnesota Get Together held at the Lac qui Parle Valley High School.  
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·  Equipment Sale/Swap Meet:  In past years equipment and miscellaneous goods donated to Heritage Hill were placed on a hay 
rack at the annual Swap Meet and sold a fundraiser. Donations and related sales have declined in past years. M/S/P Patty 
Kurtzbein/Mick Sellman to not sell such items during the 2009 Swap Meet. 

·  Bake Sale:  M/S/P Betty Macziewski/Patty Kurtzbein to host a Heritage Hill bake sale at Runnings annual spring open house in 
Montevideo. M/S/P Marilyn Norman/Rodney Meyer to schedule the bake sale on Saturday, May 2, 2009. 

·  External Automated Defibrillator:  M/S/P Curtis Berg/Douglas Norman to purchase a storage compartment for the External 
Automated Defibrillator. 

 

DIRECTOR MEETING SUMMARY: March 5, 2009. 
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Country Kitchen, Montevideo.  
Quorum: Present – Bergquist, Emch, Kleene, Thompson, Zeller, Kanten, Sellman, Phillips, Molde. Absent – Winter. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips read the minutes of the February 5th  directors’ meeting as recorded by past secretary, Dianne Welling. M/S/P 
Bergquist/Zeller to approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist presented the February 2009  Treasurer’s report and cited a typographical error. Revised version to be 
presented at March membership meeting.  M/S/P Kanten/Sellman to approve the report subject to correction.  
·  Welcome: President Thompson welcomed new board members Sally Phillips and Ron Molde and thanked returning members 

and those whose terms have ended for their contributions. 
·  Electric bill:  President Thompson and Ron Molde explained exceptionally high usage over the past couple of months, along 

with implemented resolutions; expect higher electrical bills going forward due to current energy costs. 
·  Bake sale:   Coordinators to decide timing of sale to be held at Runnings on May 2nd. 
·  Parking/Security for threshing show:   Granite Falls Saddle Club will be asked to provide both.  M/S/P Sellman/Bergquist.  
·  Automated External Defibrillator: President Thompson to research options for unit container and report at March 

membership meeting. 
·  Show promotion:   Richard Emch reported on interest by RFD magazine/TV in promoting our show.  Cost to club would be 

RFD reps’ travel expenses.  M/S/P Bergquist/Kanten for Emch to gather additional information and report back to the board. 
·  Track:   Richard Emch asked for confirmation that insurance was in place to allow test runs.  Treasurer Bergquist confirmed. 
·  Heritage Hill buildings:   Guest Jim Roe reviewed protocol for use of buildings, listed pending events and advised of need to 

update contact information on website due to new secretary.  Jim currently oversees the chapel, log cabin and school.  
Although willing to continue, Jim offers any of them to others wishing to be involved.  

·  New show event:  Dan Winter, Music Coordinator, proposed a dance.  After discussion and agreement that it would replace the 
Saturday polka service, M/S/P Bergquist/Sellman that Dan works with Gerald Kleene to revise the Saturday schedule to host a 
dance in place of the polka service. 

·  Call for volunteers:   Resignations were submitted as follows – Liz Ashling, Hanson Building; Sally Phillips, Queen Committee; 
Sonia Norman, Queen Committee and Historian.  Wes will bring to March membership meeting along with a call for a project 
manager of the Nordaune House. 

·  Blacksmith:   Patty Kurtzbein will contact a certain blacksmith to present to the board a proposal to participate in the threshing 
show.  He would provide demonstrations of the art and techniques of blacksmithing. 

·  Shingle mill:   Floyd Kanten reported that cedar is scarce.  He’ll check on trees near Granite falls and report back.   
·  Holt Caterpillar:   Floyd Kanten updated the board on work on the engine. 
·  Promotional opportunity:   Gerald Kleene reported on his contacts with Frank Stickney which may yield promotional 

opportunities. 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                                UDATE/TIME 
Membership Meeting – Montevideo Community Center    Monday, March 16, 2009 – 7:00 PM 

(March  Servers: LuVerne/Ramona Bangsund; Wesley/Dorraine Thompson; Steve/Carmen Haugen; Dennis/Beatrice Olson) 
Board Meeting – Country Kitchen, Montevideo    Thur sday, April 2, 2009 – 7:00 PM 
2009 Swap Meet        April 17 & 18, 2009 
2009 Bake Sale & Spring Tractor Display – Runnings in Montevideo  Saturday, May 2, 2009 
2009 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Leaders, Stickney &  Lesser Knowns August 21, 22 & 23, 2009 
2009 Plowing Bee – Heritage Hill      Sunday, Octob er 25, 2009 – 1 PM 
2009 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 12, 2009 – 6 PM 
 

EVEREADY FLASHLIGHT – Let there be light – Mary Bel lis 
 

Thanks are extended to Arlen Kvanli  for forwarding and sharing the following article 
 

 

The flashlight was invented in 1898, and the biblical quote of "Let There Be Light" was on 
the cover of the 1899 Eveready catalog. 
 

The original owner of the American Eveready Battery Company, Joshua Lionel Cowen, 
abandoned the hardware company to pursue his real passion of trains. Cowen was an 
inventor of sorts; he developed a fuse to ignite photographic flash powder. Though the 
invention failed in its intent, the U.S. Navy bought up the fuses to use with underwater 
explosives. 
 

Cowen next came up with an idea for a decorative lighting fixture for potted plants: a metal 
tube with a light bulb and a dry cell battery that could run the light bulb for 30 days. He passed the idea along to one of his 
Eveready salespersons, Conrad Hubert, along with his company. Hubert turned the metal tube, light bulb and battery into the 
world's first flashlight, and began selling the batteries and the flashlight, together and as separate items. 
 

Hubert became a multi-millionaire, Eveready became a huge company, and Joshua Lionel Cowen finally achieved the 
success he really wanted: he was the person who invented toy trains in 1900. As happened with the fuses and the flashlight, 
Cowen was actually trying to invent something else when he invented toy trains. He originally intended to create a store 
window display, a battery powered toy car that travelled on a circle of track. People wanted to buy the display more than the 
real merchandise for sale. Cowen started Lionel Model Trains. 
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS: 251 VOLUNTEERS  
 

Welcome is extended to the following new members : 
·  Annual Member:  DeVon Vien, Montevideo 

 

Invite a neighbor, friend, even a relative, who has interest in preserving agricultural history to become a Heritage Hill member.  Annual 
membership fees are $15.00 per individual and $25.00 per family.  
 

EXTRAS: Voted as the Best Bumper Stickers in 2008……  
 

·  Whatever hits the fan will not be distributed evenly ·  I have kleptomania, but when it gets bad, I take something for it  ·  Follow 
your dreams! Except that one where you're naked in church ·  Suicidal twin kills sister by mistake! ·  My short-term memory is not as 
sharp as it used to be.  Also, my short-term memory's not as sharp as it used to be ·  Welcome to Utah: Set your watch back 20 
years ·  In just two days from now, tomorrow will be yesterday ·  A bartender is just a pharmacist with a limited inventory ·  I may be 
schizophrenic, but at least I have each other ·  I am a Nobody. Nobody is perfect. Therefore I am perfect ·  Kentucky: Five million 
people, Fifteen last names ·  Dyslexics have more nuf ·  I love cooking with wine. Sometimes I even put it in the food ·  Preserve the 
Spotted Owl (in formaldehyde) ·  Other than that, Mrs. Lincoln, how was the play? ·  When you work here, you can name your own 
salary. I named mine, "Fred" ·  Money isn't everything, but it sure keeps the kids in touch ·  Reality is only an illusion that occurs due 
to a lack of alcohol ·  I like cats too. Let's exchange recipes ·  Red meat is not bad for you. Fuzzy green meat is bad for you ·  I am 
having an out-of-money experience ·  Corduroy pillows are making headlines! ·  I want to die while asleep like my grandfather, not 
screaming in terror like the passengers in his car ·  I found Jesus! He was in my trunk when I got back from Tijuana ·    
�

TREASURER’S REPORT: February 2009  
 

Financial Statement: February 1, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
($4,274.39) General Fund  $458.80  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$1,500.00  Defibrillator Fund  $60,206.95  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$17,500.00  Farming Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund $60,665.75  TOTAL    
$9,300.45  Nordaune House       
$1,187.13  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund       
$1,752.81  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$60,665.75  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
    Donation:        

$60,665.75  Balance: February 1, 2009 $25.00  Ronsele Marie    
         
 RECEIPTS   DISBURSEMENTS   

$25.00 Donation  ($1,251.25) Defibrillator   
$160.00 Dues/Membership  ($399.53) Electricity   

$59.60 Interest   ($45.45) 
Equipment 

Repairs   
$9,500.00 Loan Advance  ($9,500.00) JD Tractor/Loader   

$104.00 Meeting Lunch Donations ($556.50) Merchandise - Caps  
$12.00 Merchandise Sales  ($400.00) Pedal Pull   

$1,015.00 Raffle Tickets  ($116.07) Postage/Office Supplies  
$10,875.60  TOTAL   ($12,268.80) TOTAL    

         
$59,272.55  Balance: February 28, 2009      

                  

         

Financial Statement:  February 28, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
($4,416.34) General Fund  $2,010.16  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $57,262.39  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$17,500.00  Farming Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund $59,272.55  TOTAL    
$9,300.45  Nordaune House       
$1,187.13  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund       
$1,752.81  Tractor Pull Track Fund $9,500.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$59,272.55  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   

 


