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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
Greetings from Heritage Hill. Hope all is well with you and your family. March is a good time of the year as signs of spring start to 
reappear. The grackles return and make lots of noise, the days become longer, the snow starts to disappear and preparations for 
spring planting are well underway. Due to heavy precipitation last October and the multiple layers of snow and slush this winter, 
major flooding has been projected by the National Weather Service in Chanhassen. Presently, flood waters, for Montevideo and 
Granite Falls, are forecasted to crest somewhere between the 1997 and 2001 levels. If the forecast comes to fruition, that will result 
in major flooding for both communities. As always those forecasts can change dramatically, more or less, between now and the 
spring snow melt. Thanks to the extended flood mitigation completed in both flood prone communities, hopefully the extent of 
damage will be minimal to all involved – time will tell.  
 

The annual Heritage Hill elections were held at February 15th membership meeting. I would like to extend thanks to the nominating 
committee members for the insurmountable hours spent contacting the membership in search of nominees. I would also like to take 
this opportunity to thank Sally Phillips-Helling and Floyd Kanten, the outgoing secretary and director, respectively, for their past 
service to Heritage Hill. All your efforts and volunteerism were greatly appreciated by many. I had earlier announced to the 
membership that I would not be accepting the nomination for the presidency. After five years of serving in this capacity, it was time 
to pass the torch onto another member who would have been seeking the opportunity to serve. Unfortunately, the nominating 
committee was unable to find a member who would agree run for the position. Finally, after some prying, I did agree to serve one 
more year. I truly do enjoy the opportunity to serve Heritage Hill as the president, but as stated many time before, it is healthy for 
any organization to rotate the leadership positions. More than ever members are needed to step up to the plate and share in the 
tasks as needed to make Heritage Hill function. I am getting older, and as a result, adverse health issues seem to surface more 
frequently than a few years ago. This summer I plan to slow the pace and spend more time with family and friends at the lake. I will 
be around to help with events at Heritage Hill when and where I can. Thanks for your trust and continued support.  
 

The month of February has kept more than a few members busy selling Heritage Hill raffle tickets. The tickets are selling at an 
unprecedented rate. Saturday morning February 6th was spent selling raffle tickets at the Ole and Lena Days in Granite Falls. In four 
short hours 103 tickets were sold. Ole and Lena Days was a first for Heritage Hill and proved to be a great experience. Thanks are 
extended Carol Hegna, who is employed at Minnesota West Community and Technical College, for procuring the best booth in the 
house for Heritage Hill. The following weekend, February 13th and 14th, was spent at the Great Minnesota Get Together, at the Lac 
qui Parle Valley High School. Thanks again to another great booth location and a lot of dedicated members who were willing and 
able to sell, 245 raffle tickets were sold – 50% increase in sales from the same location a year earlier. The sale volume may have 
been even more if it were not for the Sunday afternoon blizzard conditions that undoubtedly kept a few spectators at home. In 
addition to some devoted members with good sales skills, the Mossberg over-under 12 gauge shotgun, and Old Log Theater tickets 
seems to be a big ticket selling attraction this year. On March 9th and 10th, Heritage Hill members will be present at the Willmar Ag 
Show, as well as the Montevideo Xpo on April 23 & 24, selling raffle tickets in full force.  
 

Thanks to Gerald Kleene, Heritage Hill has a few photo display boards at the trade shows, 
as a means of attracting interest to the booth and also as a means of promoting the 
organization. The photos tend to be good conversation pieces. A few comments were 
overheard, especially from younger people, noting the unusual design of the Case RC, the 
Heritage Hill feature tractor for 2010. At the turn of the 20th century, agricultural 
entrepreneurs everywhere were busy experimenting and attempting to perfect tractors that 
would appeal to farmers in a highly competitive equipment market. Hundreds, if not 
thousands, of agricultural equipment companies emerged in every corner of the United 
States……including our nation’s capital, Washington D.C. C.J. Eastman, who founded the Washington D.C based tractor 
manufacturing companying, presented his version of the ideal tractor in 1911. Called the Eastman Cable Tractor, it was an apparent 
throw-back to a European practice of placing a like tractor at either end of the field, then extending a cable from one end of the field 
to the other. The tractor pulled a plow, attached to the cable, across the field. Occasionally, the job was done with only one unit, 
using a series of pulleys to pull the plow back and forth across the field. The practice was cumbersome and time consuming to say 
the least. Even though this farming method was probably more suited to small fields found in Europe, it was totally impractical for 
the large prairie farms found in the United States. Like most early research and development of ever industry, thousands of tractor 
prototypes proved fruitless. It could be likened to a remark of Thomas Edison, when inventing the light bulb. After making thousands 
of experiments on one of his projects, Edison was asked if he was getting any closer to success. Edison replied that he thought he 
was, since he already had found at least 10,000 ways that would not work.  
 

Plans are moving ahead for the 30th Annual Heritage Hill Swap Meet planned for Friday and Saturday, April 16th and 17th. Hopefully, 
the weather will be perfect and the day will be rain free. The interest among vendors is good and another successful Swap meet is 
expected. As in the past, plenty of help will be needed in the Thresher’s Kitchen. If you are able to volunteer please let the kitchen 
committee know. Please see the newsletter insert for details.  
 

Finally, I would like to extend sympathy to the families of Lloyd Koch and Roland Severson. Lloyd died on Sunday, February 14th in 
a tragic accident while moving snow. His funeral was held Sunday, February 21, 2010 at Saint Paul’s Lutheran Church in 
Montevideo. Also, sympathy is extended to the family of Roland Severson. Roland died on Friday, February 19th. His funeral was 
held Tuesday, March 2nd at Our Saviors’ Lutheran Church, Montevideo. Blessed be the memory of Lloyd and Roland.  
 

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
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Foos Gas Engine Company 
The Foos Gas Engine Company, located in Springfield, Illinois, made its début by building feed grinders when the company 
organized in 1880. The company built its first engine in 1893. The early style Foos engine was built in sizes ranging from two to ten 
horsepower and embodied the unique wipe-spark igniter which characterized the Foos engines for many years. An atomizing fuel 
mixer was not used as these were developed some years later. Instead, the gasoline vapors were drawn from the gas tank, 
assisted by warm air from the engine.  Casting, milling, and finishing gas engines that were well balanced in the early, was a 
challenge for all gas engine manufacturers. To prove that Foos engines were perfectly balanced, the company photographed a 
series of tests. The engines were operated at full speed while resting on polished 
steel rollers and the engines were not secured in any manner. To further prove the 
point, Foos engineers removed the main bearing caps so that nothing held the 
crankshaft in place but the accurate counterbalance. The photographs would show 
no blurring whatsoever. Photography of 1910 required far longer exposure times 
than now – the photographs would tell the story. Foos offered a number of special 
outfits in addition to the regular engine line. Big portable vacuum cleaning outfits 
complete with all accessories, portable electric power plants, and, several styles of 
Foos saw rigs were among the special outfits available. During the period between 
1900 and 1920, Foos engine models changed very little, making it very difficult to 
ascertain when certain modifications took place. In 1908 Foos bought out the 
Marinette Gas Engine Company, builders of the Walrath engines. This purchase 
put Foos into the “big engine” business with sizes ranging up to 500 horsepower. 
By 1926 the Foos line included the Type L diesel engine. It was built in 2, 3, 4, 6 
and 8 cylinder sizes. The power range extended from 50 to 475 horsepower. Foos was eventually purchased by Fulton Iron Works 
of Saint Louis, Missouri. Foos repairs were available from this firm as late as 1948.  
 

THRESHER’S KITCHEN – 2010 SWAP MEET 
The Thresher’s Kitchen will be open Friday and Saturday, April 16 & 17, 2010  during the annual Swap Meet. Volunteers are 
needed to serve meals and other tasks in the kitchen starting at 7:00 am. If you are able to volunteer please contact Grace Zeller at 
320-847-3131 or Dorraine Thompson at 320-269-8470. As in past years members with last names beginning with M through Z are 
asked to bring an uncut cookie sheet pan of bars. The bars will be cut by the kitchen staff to insure uniformity. (A though M will be 
asked to donate at the 2011 Swap Meet).    Thank you, The Food Service Committee  
 

HERITAGE HILL BAKE SALE:   

 
The 2010 Bake Sale fundraiser is scheduled for Friday & Saturday, April 23 & 24, 2010 , 
from 10:00 am to 4:00 pm at the former Runnings in Montevideo in conjunction with the 
2010 Montevideo Xpo. Heritage Hill members are asked to donate baked good for this 
fundraising event. Please deliver your bake good by 9:00 am to Runnings on either bake 
sale date. Members who are unable to bring baked good are asked to make a $20 cash 
donation toward the fundraiser. 2010 raffle tickets will be sold at the event. Volunteers 
are needed - anybody interested in helping with the fundraiser please contact Lola 

Dambroten, 320-564-3852 or Joyce Bigaouette at 320-564-4132.                             
  Thanks, Joyce Bigaouette & Lola Dambroten, Co-chair s 

 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: February 15, 2010 Marlys Heath, Acting Secretary   
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Montevideo Community Center.           
Quorum: 41 members were present 
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited. 
Treasurer Les Bergquist read the minutes of the January 18, 2010 membership meeting M/S/P Orlynn Hegna/Richard Emch to 
approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Les Bergquist reported the January financials. M/S/P Mick Sellman/Gene Zeller to approve 
·  Announcements:  President Thompson reported about the death of Lloyd Koch in a tractor accident. He also acknowledged 

the illnesses of Liz Schneider, Dianne Welling and Don Hendrickson. 
·  Lunch Servers: Thank you to the lunch servers for the meeting.  Vince / Dianne Welling, Floyd /Waunita Kanten, and Glen 

Hilden  
·  Raffle:  President Thompson had the gun on display and thanked Les Bergquist for fixing the black ink on the engraving. He 

reported on the good ticket sales from the past two weekends at Granite Falls and Lac qui Parle Valley School. Anyone who 
would like books of tickets to sell should contact him. 

·  Coming Events: March 8 -9, Willmar Ag Show; April 16-17, Swap Meet, Heritage Hill; April 23-24, Montevideo Xpo in the 
former Runnings Building. President Thompson asked if the club should have a bake sale during that time. Lola Dambroten and 
Joyce Bigaouette will co-chair the sale. M/S/P Grace Zeller/Les Bergquist to have a bake sale on April 23-24 at the Montevideo 
Xpo. 

·  Feature Tractor:  2011 Show will feature Ford Tractors and a tractor is needed from a member to be featured at that show. If 
you know of a tractor to be featured please submit the description and picture to President Thompson before the March 2010 
membership meeting. It must be picked at the March meeting. 

·  Historian:  Diane Welling wishes to resign from being club historian and Elsie Holtan has agreed to take over the duties.  
President Thompson thanked Diane for her service and Elsie for taking on the job. 

·  House Project:  Committee Chairman Jim Roe asked for the members to decide what era/period they would like the house 
restored to.  Please have some ideas ready to discuss and vote on before the March meeting. No donations of items can be 
accepted until the era is decided.  He reported that the house will be open during the August 2010 show even if it is not 
completed.   He also requested to have someone help him by taking on the responsibility of some of the other buildings he 
maintains, Church, log cabin, and the school.   

·  Venders/Display Building: President Thompson discussed the problem of having more enclosed space for the venders and 
exhibitors to use. Estimated cost for a 39’ by 56’ building from Lester Building was $55,000.00 and from UBC was $47,000.00.  
A 42’ by 70‘ addition to the Ost building would be $22,000.00.  A 40’ X 100’ tent rented from South Central Tent Supply would 
cost approximately $1000 to $1500; there would be no set up or maintenance expenses. M/S/P Orlynn Hegna/Curt Burg to rent 
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a tent with the cost to be close to the $1500. President Thompson will reserve the tent and bring it back to the club if the 
expense is much higher. 

·  Oleson Building:  It was proposed to build a lean-to on two sides of the Oleson building to park bundle wagons and also the 
40”Case during the show time. There are poles to be used for this project. M/S/P Merlyn Hanson/Les Bergquist to construct the 
lean-tos. Floyd Kanten agreed to chair the project. 

·  Trailer for selling club items:   A short discussion was held about having a trailer for the Swap Meet in April. M/S/P Ron 
Molde/Jim Roe to have a trailer.  Pres. Thompson will find a chairman to be in charge. 

·  Election:  Mick Sellman presented the nominees for election. M/S/P Orlynn Hegna/Ron Molde nominations cease for President 
M/S/P Les Bergquist/Vince Welling, nominations cease for Vice-President; M/S/P Curt Burg/Orlynn Hegna, nominations cease 
for Treasurer.  M/S/P Les Bergquist/Orlynn Hegna, nominations cease for Secretary; M/S/P Les Bergquist/Doug Norman, 
nominations cease for Directors.  An election was held by ballot.  President Wes Thompson, Vice-President Gerald Kleene, 
Treasurer Leslie Bergquist, Secretary Marlys Heath, Board of Directors Erwin Winters and LuVerne Bangsund.  

·  Thank You and Welcome: President Thompson thanked everyone for all their past work and welcomed the new directors and 
secretary.   Les Bergquist thanked President Thompson for all the hard work and extra commitments he does for the club.  

 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: March 4, 2010, Marlys Heath, Secretary  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at the Country Kitchen, Montevideo.  
Quorum: Present – Thompson, Bergquist, Heath, Molde, Zeller, Sellman, Emch, Bangsund, Winter.  Absent – Kleene. 
President Thompson led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Heath read the minutes of the January 27, 2010 directors’ meeting, as recorded by Secretary Phillips-Helling. One 
correction was noted. The banner was not purchased because it was discovered that we already have one which is being used. 
M/S/P Zeller/Sellman to approve the minutes. Secretary Heath also read a letter from Barb Nordaune, Virginia Hirschi and Mary 
Ann Dirksen, nieces of Roland Severson, with a donation given in his memory and also a thank-you from the Severson family. 
Treasurer Bergquist gave the financial report. M/S/P Sellman/Molde to approve the minutes. 
 

·         Deceased Members: The list of deceased members was updated using a list that Dale Norman submitted. Les will update. 
·         Willmar Ag Days:   This Willmar event runs from March 9-10.  President Thompson asked for volunteers to set up and be in 

attendance at the show on March 9.  Gene Zeller and Mick Sellman volunteered. President Thompson will also be in 
attendance both days. The show opens at 9AM both days. 

·          Model Airplanes:  President Thompson has contacted Randy Larson to fly their planes at the August show.  
·         Bake Sale:  Lola Dambroten and Joyce Bigaouette will be in charge of the bake sale during the Montevideo Xpo on April 23rd 

and 24th. 
·         Fairbanks- Morse Engine : No one has volunteered to be in charge and run the engine. Wes has contacted someone but has 

not gotten an answer from him.  If anyone would like to volunteer, please contact President Thompson. 
·          Ford Tractor : HH still in need of a feature tractor for the 2011 show featuring Ford. 
·         Gas Engines : M/S/P Zeller/Bergquist to feature a gas engine in all of our future folders, brochures, newsletters, etc. each year.  

If the feature tractor company has an engine, that will be the engine make featured. If not, HH will designate the engine make 
featured. 

·         Lawn Mover Pull: President Thompson knows of a B-10 Allis Chalmers lawn mower that is for sale and would be good for a 
puller.  (See newsletter classifieds for details). 

·         Web site: Les Bergquist needs pictures of the secretary, and new board members for the web-site. Let him know if there are 
things to update on the web site. 

·         Pedal Tractor: President Thompson contacted Titan Machinery - Marshall and they will donate a pedal tractor to be given 
away at the August Threshing Show. 

·         House:  Jim Roe, Chairman of the Committee, reported for the house committee. The committee needs to know the era that the 
house should be restored to before any plans can be made. This will be voted on by the members at the meeting in March.  At 
present time there is $15,000.00 in the fund. Treasurer Bergquist reported that there is money available in other funds, which 
could be transferred if needed for this project. As soon as the snow melts the committee will start work on the house. The first 
things would be to clean out all the extra items in the house and perhaps put some things on the Swap Meet Sale Trailer. The 
committee will need people to be in charge of specific areas during the restoration. A M/S/P Bergquist/Bangsund to put the 
$100.00 donation given in memory of Roland Severson into the Hagen House fund. 

·          Farming Committee: Orlynn Hegna wanted input about what they should plant this year on HH. They have beans ordered for 
the County Land. It was decided to let their committee make the decision of what to plant.   

·         Tent Rental:  President Thompson has reserved the rental of a 40’x100’ tent to be used for the threshing show.  The tent will be 
delivered and set up on Wednesday August 18th. The cost for delivery, set up and take down will be $1495.00. 

·         Rug Weaver:  One of the venders for the swap meet, who is a rug weaver, would like to purchase one rug looms from HH.  
M/S/P Bergquist/Zeller to sell one of the looms. It will be decided before the Swap meet which one we want to sell. 

·         Pheasants Forever:   Pheasants forever would like to purchase a load of corn for their feeding of the pheasants. M/S/P 
Sellman/Bergquist to donate a load of corn to the Pheasants Forever. Sellman and Molde will work on clearing a path in the 
snow to get to the corn. 

·         Kitchen:  Gene Zeller and the kitchen committee have looked into the possibility of serving French fries during the threshing 
show. The committee has checked with the Health Department and some modifications would need to be made to serve them 
from the Concession Stand. M/S/P Bangsund/Bergquist that the board approves and recommends presenting this to the 
membership. 

·         Dancing:  Jim Roe suggested that we have a place to dance during the threshing show.  It was agreed that this would be a 
good idea. The plywood formerly used for the pedal pull could probably be used. 

·         April Meetings:  The directors meeting April 1st and the membership meeting on April 20th will be at HH. 
 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting, Montevideo Commun ity Center  Monday, March 15, 2010 – 7 pm 
     (March servers: Vince/Dianne Welling; Floyd/Wa unita Kanten; Richard Brown; Glen Hilding) 
Directors’ Meeting – Heritage Hill      Thursday, A pril 1, 2010 – 7 pm 
2010 Swap Meet        April 16 & 17, 2010 
2010 Montevideo Xpo/Bake Sale – former Runnings Bui lding, Montevideo April 23 & 24, 2010 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors    Au gust 20, 21, 22, 2010 
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     Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association a nd Northland Case Collectors Club conventions 
2010 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 11, 2010 – 6 PM 
 
 

CLASSIFIEDS 
 

For Sale:  Allis-Chalmers B-10 lawn and garden tractor. Ed Vanderheiden, Willmar, 320-235-0348 or 320-979-6655. 
 

EXTRAS: Norwegian Township Volunteer Fire Departmen t 
 

One dark night outside a small town in northern South Dakota, a fire started inside the 
local chemical plant and in a blink of an eye, it exploded into massive flames. The alarm went out 
to all the fire departments for miles around. When the volunteer fire fighters appeared on the 
scene, the chemical company president rushed over to the fire chief. 'All our secret formulas are in 
the vault in the center of the plant'. They must be saved. I will give $100,000 to the fire department 
that brings them out intact! The roaring flames held the firefighters off. Soon, more fire 
departments had to be called in as the situation became desperate. In the distance, a lone siren 
was heard as another fire truck came into sight.  It was the nearby Norwegian Township Volunteer 
Fire Department composed mainly of Norwegians well over the age of 65. To everyone's 
amazement, that little run-down fire engine roared right past all the newer sleek engines that were 
parked outside the plant and, without even slowing down, drove straight into the middle of the 
inferno. Outside, the other firemen watched as the Norwegian old-timers jumped off  right in the 
middle of the fire and fought it back on all sides. It was a performance and effort never seen before. Within a short time, the Norse 
old timers had extinguished the fire and saved the secret formulas. The grateful chemical company president announced that for 
such a superhuman feat he was upping the reward to $200,000 and walked over to personally thank each of the brave fire fighters. 
The local TV news reporter rushed in to capture the event on video, asking their chief, 'what are you going to do with all that 
money?'' Vell,' said Ole Oleson, the 80-year-old fire chief, 'Da first ting ve gonna do is fix da brakes on dat truck! 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: February 2010  
 

Financial Statement: February 1, 2010     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$24,983.99  General Fund  $1,906.39  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,123.39  Chapel Fund  $84,205.09  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$440.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$10,403.85  Farming Fund  $86,111.48  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,137.20  Nordaune House       
$189.24  Stage Fund  $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$86,111.48  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
         

$86,111.48  Balance: February 1, 2010      
     DISBURSEMENTS   
 RECEIPTS  ($282.79) Electricity   

$9.00 Button Sales  ($750.47) Kitchen Project   
$150.68 Interest   ($20.00) Lloyd Koch Memorial  
$41.00 Meeting Lunch Donation ($44.00) Postage/Printing   

$110.00 Membership Dues  ($50.00) Raffle Expense   
$1,975.00 Raffle Tickets  ($400.00) Tent Rental - Down Pymt  
$2,285.68  TOTAL   ($1,547.26) TOTAL    

         
$86,849.90  Balance: February 28, 2010      

                  

         

Financial Statement: February 28, 2010     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$25,681.41  General Fund  $2,496.18  Citizens State Bank - Checking 
$1,123.39  Chapel Fund  $84,353.72  CSB - Preferred Money Market 

$481.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  
$10,403.85  Farming Fund  $86,849.90  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$15,137.20  Nordaune House       
$189.24  Stage Fund       
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$86,849.90  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   

 


