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PRESIDENTIAL STATE OF THE HILL ADDRESS: 
Greetings from Heritage Hill. I hope you experienced a good autumn and enjoyed the fall weather prior to the onset of the winter 
weather that is just around the corner. Now you are probably thinking, “Wesley, are you nuts, we have had “winter weather” ever 
since the end of September…. and how was I suppose to enjoy the autumn when it has been so cold, rainy…and snowy?” Well, 
okay, you have a good point, but there were a few nice days this autumn…okay, there were two nice days! Due to excess moisture, 
there is no doubt most of the commodity producers have been extremely frustrated with the fall harvest weather conditions - much 
different then recent autumn harvest seasons. It would be interesting to discuss the 2009 harvest conditions with younger 
generation farmers who have only experienced the harvest friendly weather conditions over the past 20 years or so.  For us old 
timers, muddy fields, cold windy wet weather and major harvest delays was kind of the autumn norm. At least these are the 
conditions that come to mind when I reminisce about fall harvest – especially the fall of 1957. I guess those were the conditions that 
built character and gave us old timers something to discuss while now spending time in the local coffee shop.  
 

Speaking of harvest, the Heritage Hill corn harvest has been delayed as well. The annual 
plowing bee was originally scheduled for Sunday, October 25th as the last Sunday in October 
has been the traditional day for the event. Due to some members having family activity 
conflicts, the board of directors decided to reschedule the plowing bee for one week earlier on 
October 18th with the alternative date of November 1st. Well, now November 1st has come and 
gone and the corn is still standing, again, all due to weather related delays. Rather than the 
annual gathering of tractors and plows, Heritage Hill members may have to gather to shuck 
corn instead! Now the thought of shucking corn may trigger some good memories, and some 
bad, for many who experienced that tedious task. Hand corn picking usually was saved for the 
chilling month of November. Before the corn picking started for the day, the cows needed 
milking and other daily chores needed attention. Then it was time for a hearty breakfast 
before going out to the corn field. Armed with multiple pairs of shucking gloves, the horses 
were harnessed and hitched to the wagon and the harvest began for the day. All day long the 
husked cobs of corn would bang against the buckboard and fall into the wagon. Long before 
plant breeding improved stock strength, much of the corn had fallen down prior to harvest, 
sometimes frozen in snow. If snow had fallen the stalks needed to be pulled out of the snow 
drifts and the ears became frozen and wet. The work was rigorous and the workers became 
chilled, often dragging gobs of mud around on their boots. Those were long days. Usually you 
were not alone as the neighbors across the fence line were doing the same. When darkness 
fell, the cows were again milked. It was very welcoming to come into a warm house and eat a hearty supper, prior to going to bed 
for a good night’s sleep, just to wake and repeat the same routine. Yes, they were the “good old days”! 
 

The 82nd annual National FFA Convention was held October 21st to 24th in Indianapolis, Indiana. Dorraine and I, along with Carmen 
and Steve Haugen, had the opportunity to attend the convention along with 65,000 FFA members, adult leaders and guests from all 
corners of the United States. Our grandson, Eric Haugen, was honored to receive the American FFA Degree at the convention. The 
American FFA Degree is the highest honor that can be achieved as an FFA member. This final step in the FFA Degree system 
encourages students to grow, achieve, and establish themselves in an agricultural career. Attaining the American FFA Degree 
requires a solid commitment to agriculture and FFA. Congratulations is extended to Eric for receiving this honor. Mike Rowe, the 
guest of Discovery Channel’s hit television series Dirty Jobs, was the keynote speaker at the convention. Rowe delivered a very 
inspiring and powerful message to all FFA members regarding their future career paths. Attending the convention in the midst of 
these future leaders was an honor, and an experience which will not be forgotten anytime soon. 
 

Plans are moving forward for the 2010 Heritage Hill Threshing Show. J.I. Case tractors and Case related equipment will be 
featured. Heritage Hill has the opportunity to have a 75 horse power Case steam traction engine on display. In addition, a very large 
40-inch Case double-winged threshing machine may be available as well. Gerald Kleene continues to explore these and other 
attractions for the J.I. Case display. If you know any Case equipment owners that may be interested in attending the show, please 
extend them an invitation. Feel free to contact Gerald Kleene to discuss the details regarding Case displays.  
 

Finally, I would like to extend sympathy to the families of Heritage Hill members Henry Knapper and Richard VanRavenswaay. 
Henry died on September 29, 2009. His funeral service was held October 2nd at Bunde Christian Reformed Church.  Richard died 
October 4, 2009 and his funeral was held October 9th at Hope Reformed Church in Montevideo. Blessed be their memories.  

Thank you, Wesley Thompson, President  
 

Thanksgiving Service: The Fifth Annual Heritage Hill Thanksgiving Service is scheduled for Friday, November 27, 
2009 at 7:00 pm in the Heritage Hill Chapel. Pastor Marie Eckberg from Jevnaker Lutheran Church, Montevideo, has agreed 
to preside at the service. A little lunch will be served and good fellowship can be found in the Thresher’s Kitchen following the 
Thanksgiving Service. All offering received will be donated to the Prairie Five Community Action Fuel Assistance Program. All 
donations will be matched 100% by funding from the State of Minnesota. Invite a friend or neighbor to come to Heritage Hill 
for fellowship and a chance to say thanks.                 James Roe, Chairman  
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NOMINATING COMMITTEE: The nominating committee is seeking dedicated members to become future 
leaders of Heritage Hill. Candidates are needed for all positions including President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer and 
two Directors. If you are interested in placing your name on the ballot for 2010, please contact any one of the Nominating 
Committee members: Gerald Loe, Ronald Molde, Mick Sellman, Eugene Zeller.  Thanks, The Nominating Committee  
 

HOUSE COMMITTEE NEWS: Progress is being made on the 
acquisition of the Hagen House near Big Bend. On Tuesday, October 27th the 
Nordaune house debris was removed and the basement for the Hagen House 
was dug. On Wednesday morning J & J Concrete & Masonry built forms for the 
basement walls and Wednesday poured the basement walls and floor. Thein 
Moving has lifted and prepared the house for its move on Tuesday, November 
3rd. The moving date will depend on Minnesota Valley Light and Power 
Association scheduling. Again, the house project is gaining momentum and is 
becoming another exciting project at Heritage Hill.    
   Thanks, The House Committee.  
 

Weather Related Announcements : With the winter season approaching, questions may arise whether or not 
meetings or other Heritage Hill events may be postponed. Any such postponement will be announced on KDMA, A.M. 1460 and an 
email announcement will also be sent. You may also contact President Wesley Thompson at 320-269-8470 with further questions. 
         Thank you. The Directors.   
 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING MINUTES: October 20, 2009, Sally Phillips Helling, Secretary   
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.  Quorum: 46 members were present. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips Helling read the minutes of the September 15th membership meeting, as recorded by Vice-President Kleene.  
M/S/P Mick Sellman/Glen Coon to approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist reported the September financials.  M/S/P Lynn Wittman/Jim Roe  to approve the report. 
·  Announcements: President Thompson informed the membership of members who are ill, injured and recovering from surgery.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with them.  Thank you  notes were received from families receiving memorials. 
·  Open House:   The Chippewa County Montevideo Hospital is hosting an open house on October 25th from 1-4 p.m.  Members 

are invited to tour the new facility. 
·  Kitchen acoustics:   Quilts were draped across overhead wires as an experiment in our continuing effort to manage the noise 

level. 
·  Donations:  President Thompson announced that offers of donations are reviewed by board members prior to acceptance.  

Richard Emch circulated a photograph of a scraper.     
·  Farming update:   The club has signed a one-year contract to rent land from Richard Oleson for the sum of $1,500.  M/S/P 

Curt Berg/Les Bergquist to approve $9000 for farming expenses in 2010. 
·  Member honored:  Eric Haugen earned the FFA American Degree, the highest honor that can be achieved as an FFA 

member.  It is the final step in the FFA Degree system and encourages students to grow, achieve and establish themselves in 
an agricultural career.  President Thompson and his family will attend the award ceremony in Indianapolis, IN.  Congratulations, 
Eric! 

·  Chopper:   Kibble Implement has offered to loan a chopper to Heritage Hill at no charge.   
·  Soda sale:   Pop can be purchased from Treasurer Bergquist at a cost of $5.50/case.   
·  ATVs/golf cart policy:   After consulting with insurers and others it was determined that the club will continue to handle the 

isolated incidents on an individual basis.  Please continue to encourage safe usage of all vehicles and equipment by guests and 
members. 

·  House committee:   A photograph of the donated house was passed around.  Digging the basement was to begin the week of 
October 26th.  A route for transporting the house has been mapped.  Thank you to Ron Molde for managing the electrical 
aspects. 

·  Nominating committee:   Mick Sellman issued a call to action.  Members are asked to volunteer for leadership positions.  The 
nominating committee is recruiting officers and board members for the February 2010 election.   

·  Gratitude:   President Thompson thanked those who served this month’s lunch.   
 
 

DIRECTOR MEETING MINUTES: November 5, 2009 , Sally Phillips Helling, Secretary  
 

President Thompson called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm at Heritage Hill, Montevideo.  
Quorum: Present – Thompson, Kleene, Bergquist, Phillips, Molde, Zeller, Sellman, Emch, Winter.  Absent – Kanten. Guests:  2. 
Vice-President Kleene led the Pledge of Allegiance.   
Secretary Phillips Helling read the minutes of the October 1st  directors’ meeting.  M/S/P Bergquist/Zeller to approve the minutes. 
Treasurer Bergquist delivered the October financial report.  M/S/P Phillips Helling/Sellman to approve. 
·  Budget:  Treasurer Bergquist requested that the Stage and the Defibrillator funds be discontinued with the remaining balances 

transferred to the general fund.  There is electrical work pending on the stage.  M/S/P Kleene/Molde  to discontinue the 
Defibrillator fund but continue the Stage fund until all work is completed.  There have been donations designated to the chapel.  
M/S/P Phillips/Bergquist to reinstate the Chapel fund. 

·  Farming:   Richard Oleson has leased 16.6. acres to Heritage Hill for 1 year for $1500, and has requested that more oats (less 
wheat) be planted.   

·  Fire departments:   Area fire departments provided service during a recent fire at Heritage Hill.  M/S/P Kleene/Bergquist  to 
send a $100 donation to the Montevideo Fire Department and a $75 donation to the Maynard fire department 

·  Great Western Minnesota Get Together:   M/S/P Sellman/Molde  to participate in the February 13 & 14 event. 
·  Buttons:   The photo is ready.  Vice President Kleene will determine the amount to order based upon last year’s sales and price 

considerations. 
·  Shingle mill:  It is owned in partnership with Pioneer Power, who wishes to buy out Heritage Hill’s ½ interest.  M/S/P 

Sellman/Winter  that Heritage Hill will retain its ½ interest in the mill. 
·  Raffle:   President Thompson will check on a 12 gauge over/under shotgun and report his findings to the board. 
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·  Nominating committee:   M/S/P Phillips/Bergquist  that the committee shall include Ron Molde, Gene Zeller, Mick Sellman 
and Gerald Loe.  Treasurer Bergquist will provide a current membership roster to the committee for their future meetings.  They 
have identified several potential board candidates and continue to seek candidates for all offices.  The board encourages all 
members to consider serving in a leadership capacity for the coming year. 

·  Christmas party:  Entertainment is planned and a door prize will be awarded. 
·  2010 Threshing show signs:  The signs with the 2010 dates are finished and installed. 
·  House committee:  The footings for the former house were removed and the basement floor and walls were poured.   

Plumbing is done.  The house is jacked up but will not be moved until the corn drying is finished at the request of the REC.  The 
route has been mapped out.  The move is not anticipated to proceed for at least 10 days.  

·  Heritage Hill church service:   Pastor Marie Eckberg will donate her time to lead the worship service which begins at 7 p.m. on 
Friday, November 27th.  Volunteers are needed to participate in the service.  The free will offering will go to Prairie Five to 
provide fuel oil to those in need in our community.  The State of Minnesota matches our donations. 

·  Call for volunteers:   Please assist in the harvest and hauling of this year’s corn crop.  President Thompson will contact Doug 
Norman regarding the possibility of a slight amount of mold.  If so, it might be possible to submit an insurance claim for the 
discount in price. 

·  Missing artifact:   Treasurer Bergquist reported that his Fairbanks brine pump is missing.  It is a stationary pump, painted forest 
green, which includes side-by-side idler and drive pulleys, and is mounted on an oak platform base.  Should you know of its 
whereabouts, please contact Les. 

·  Rare threshing machine:   Gerald Loe has a lead on a very rare threshing machine which might be a possible exhibit for a 
show at Heritage Hill.  He will follow up and report back to the board. 

·  Metal punch:   Philip Thissen passed along a metal punch donated by Bob Shinnick, Shinnick’s Hardware in Clara City.  Thank 
you, Bob.   

 
 

MEETING NOTICES & COMING EVENTS 
    

  UEVENTU                                                                                              DATE/TIME 
Heritage Hill Membership Meeting – None in December    Tuesday, January 18 – 7:00 PM 
 (November servers: Orlynn Hegna, Robert Lerohl, Do nald Hendrickson, Leslie Bergquist)  
Thanksgiving Service – Heritage Hill Chapel     Fri day, November 27, 2009 – 7:00 PM 
Directors’ Christmas Party – Wes Thompson home    T hursday, December 2, 2009 – 7:00 PM 
2009 Christmas Party        Saturday, December 12, 2009 – 6 PM 
2010 Great Western Minnesota Get Together – LqP Val ley High School February 13 & 14, 2010 
2010 Swap Meet        April 16 & 17, 2010 
2010 THRESHING SHOW – Featuring Case Tractors               August 20, 21 & 22, 2010 

Hosting the J.I. Case Collectors Association and No rthland Case Collectors Club conventions 
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CULTIVATORS Thanks is extended to Arlen Kvanli for submitting the following article: 
 

Tractor design matured when the machines were finally able to cultivate row crops like corn. Before the 1920s Farmall, tractors 
could plow and plant, cut hay and harvest the crops. The tractors were not tall enough to pass over growing crops or maneuverable 
enough to guide cultivator blades through the rows without hitting the plants themselves. By the 1940’s, the design of the cultivator 
unit was almost as important to the tractor-buying customer as the tractor itself. Cultivators were usually part of the original sale of a 
tractor. Most of the cultivators were mounted in the front or middle of the tractor so that the operator could see where the hoes were 
going. Smaller tractors meant greater visibility. Some manufacturers even mounted the operator controls off to one side of the 
engine so the farmer didn't have to crane his or her neck as much. Other manufacturers, like Allis-Chalmers, boasted that their 
cultivator units could be mounted by driving the tractor on to the unit and attaching a few bolts – so easy "a boy can attach or detach 
the cultivator in five minutes time." International Harvester promoted their 
cultivator's ability to be shifted by the operator whenever there was a hill of corn out 
of line. Their tractors and cultivators could be adjusted to run in rows from 36- to 
42-inches wide. They also claimed that their four-row models could cultivate up to 
70 acres a day. Ford and Ferguson, on the other hand, had a severe problem – 
they didn't have a cultivator of their own and the ones they bought for resale had to 
be mounted on the rear. Again, farmers wanted to see where those sharp blades 
were going. So even though Fordson advertising claimed that the cultivator 
followed the tractor "like a shadow," Fordson farmers often ended up with a sore 
neck and erratic steering patterns from turning around too often to check where the 
cultivator was going. By the end of the decade, new technology changed cultivator 
design again. After the war, the chemical herbicide 2,4-D came into wide use to kill 
broad-leaf weeds. Farmers still needed to cultivate to break up and aerate the soil 
and to catch the few weeds the chemical left behind. No longer was there a need to 
get close to the plants to do an effective job. Rear-mounted units could do the job 
and they were even easier to hook up than the drive-in Allis-Chalmers models. 
International Harvester boasted, "Just Back ... Click and Go" on their Fast Hitch 
cultivators.  
 
 
 
 

EXTRAS: Oxymoron  
 

·   Why is the third hand on the watch called the second hand? ·   If a word is misspelled in the dictionary, how would we ever know? 
·  If Webster wrote the first dictionary, where did he find the words? ·   Why do we say something is out of whack? What is a whack? 
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·  Why does "slow down" and "slow up" mean the same thing? ·  Why does "fat chance" 
and "slim chance" mean the same thing? ·  Why do "tug" boats push their barges? ·  
Why do we sing "Take me out to the ball game" when we are already there? ·  Why are 
they called “stands" when they are made for sitting? ·  Why is it called "after dark" when 
it really is "after light"? ·  Doesn't "expecting the unexpected" make the unexpected 
expected? ·  Why are a "wise man" and a "wise guy" opposites? ·  Why do "overlook" 
and "oversee" mean opposite things? ·  Why is "phonics" not spelled the way it sounds? 
·   If work is so terrific, why do they have to pay you to do it? ·  If all the world is a stage, 
where is the audience sitting? ·  If love is blind, why is lingerie so popular? ·  If you are 
cross-eyed and have dyslexia, can you read all right? ·  Why do you press harder on 
the buttons of a remote control when you know the batteries are dead? ·  Why do we 
put suits in garment bags and garments in a suitcase? ·  How come abbreviated is such 
a long word? ·  Why do we wash bath towels? Aren't we clean when we use them? ·  
Why doesn't glue stick to the inside of the bottle? ·  Why do they call it a TV set when 
you only have one? ·  Christmas - What other time of the year do you sit in front of a 
dead tree and eat candy out of your socks? ·  Why do we drive on a parkway and park on a driveway? ·  Why is toilet paper tiny 
squares and tissues big squares? 
 

TREASURER’S REPORT: October 2009  
 
 

Financial Statement: October 1, 2009      
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$22,818.81  General Fund  $43.38  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$303.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $112,515.10  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$5,241.03  Farming Fund  $112,558.48  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$48,800.45  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund  $9,500.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund      

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$112,558.48  TOTAL        

                  

         

Operating Statement        
         

$112,558.48  Balance: October 1, 2009 Donations:       
    $500.00  Thrivent     
         
 RECEIPTS   DISBURSEMENTS   

$500.00 Donations  ($624.00) Crop Insurance Premium  
$102.61 Interest   ($98.79) Electricity   
$62.00 Meeting Lunch Donation ($54.95) Equipment Repair   

$507.50 Oat Sales  ($8,000.00) Hagen House Project  
$4.91 Refund: Bank Interest ($53.83) Loan: Interest Payment  

$50.00 Refund: Popcorn boxes ($9,500.00) Loan: Principal Payment  
$22.00 Thresher's Kitchen   ($20.00) Richard VanRavenswaay Memorial 

$1,249.02  TOTAL   ($95.51) Swensson Building Repair  
    ($15.00) Thrivent Wire Transfer Fee  

$95,345.42  Balance: October 31, 2009 ($18,462.08)  TOTAL    
                  

         

Financial Statement: October 31, 2009     
         

Internal Accounts    Investment Accounts     
$4,543.75  General Fund  $1,732.13  Citizens State Bank - Checking 

$365.00  Decibel Reduction Fund $93,613.29  CSB - Preferred Money Market 
$248.75  Defibrillator Fund  $0.00  CSB - Certificate of Deposit  

$14,241.03  Farming Fund  $95,345.42  TOTAL    
$3,500.00  Holt Caterpillar Fund      

$40,800.45  Nordaune House       
$1,123.39  Other Memorial Fund      

$189.24  Stage Fund       
$323.30  Tractor Pull Track Fund $0.00  Loan Balance - Citizens State Bank 

$30,010.51  Wayne Ost Memorial Fund      
$95,345.42  TOTAL   Leslie K. Bergquist, Treasurer   
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The annual Heritage Hill Christmas Party has been scheduled and you are invited to attend: 
 

·  Date:  Saturday, December 12, 2009. 
·  Time:  Doors Open at 5:00 pm. Serving will begin at 6:00 pm. 
·  Location:  Montevideo Senior Community Center, South Town Plaza, Montevideo. 
·  Menu:  Chicken Breast, Swedish Meatballs, Mashed Potatoes, Glazed Carrots, Salad, Pickles, Roll, Milk, Coffee, and a dessert. 
·  Cost:  $8.50 per person.  
·  Questions:  Please contact Marlys Heath, 320-769-4638. 
·  Optional Gift Exchange:  If interested you may bring a $5.00 gift to exchange, label gift “man” or “women”.  
·  Donations:  Cash donations to MVAFPMA are also welcome. 
·  Entertainment: William Thompson, Jr – Memories of the Past. 
·  REGISTRATION DEADLINE: December 1, 2009.   
 

To register please complete the following information and send to: Marlys Heath, MVAFPMA-Christmas Party, Post Office Box 
682, Dawson, MN 56232.  Please make your check payable to: MVAFPMA. Enclose your check with the registration. Thank you. 
 
NAME(S): __________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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